PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17105-3265

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Law Bureau Prosecutory Staff 

v.

Summit Telco LLC (2001.0359)
Public Meeting – May 9, 2002

Docket No. C-20026932

MAY-2002-L-33

STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER AARON WILSON, JR.


In this case, the Petitioner seeks reinstatement to provide telecommunication services in Pennsylvania, notwithstanding the fact that it failed to remit the appropriate assessment under Section 510 of the Public Utility Code. 

Section 315(b) places the burden of proof on a company to demonstrate its compliance with any Commission determination or order.  Section 3301(a) authorizes the imposition of penalties whenever a public utility shall fail, omit, neglect, refuse to obey, observe, and comply with an regulation or final direction, requirement, determination or order made by the commission.  

Following the expenditure of Commission resources in an enforcement proceeding, including suspension of the privilege to conduct their Pennsylvania business operations, the outstanding assessment was paid prior to seeking reinstatement.   

Although the Petitioner demonstrates a basis for reinstatement, I am gravely concerned that the Petition fails to address why it never complied in a timely manner with the earlier order consistent with Section 315(b).  That is particularly troublesome because that Opinion and Order notified the Petitioner of their obligation to timely pay their assessment.  

Consequently, I think it is necessary for the Commission to put the industry on notice that we will not hesitate to invoke our authority under the Public Utility Code to ensure timely compliance with our orders.   66 Pa. C.S. §§ 504, 505, 506. The failure to comply with the terms of a Commission order, directive, or similar action is a violation of the Public Utility Code and penalties for infractions are authorized under Section 3301(a) of the Public Utility Code.  
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