BEFORE THE
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Larry Pizzuto
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v.





:








:

The Peoples Natural Gas Company


:

INITIAL DECISION

Before

Robert P. Meehan

Administrative Law Judge



On January 24, 2002, Larry Pizzuto (Mr. Pizzuto) filed a formal complaint against The Peoples Natural Gas Company (Peoples) and Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia).  The complaint alleges a dispute over the length of time it takes to switch natural gas suppliers.  Mr. Pizzuto’s complaint was docketed at C-20026756, and captioned as Larry Pizzuto v. The Peoples Natural Gas Company.  On February 15, 2002, Peoples filed an answer to and a motion to dismiss the complaint of Mr. Pizzuto.  In support of its motion, Peoples avers that Mr. Pizzuto is not a ratepayer of Peoples, and that Peoples is not a natural gas supplier.  Mr. Pizzuto did not file any response to this answer and motion.



In my opinion, the motion to dismiss, filed by Peoples, is proper and should be granted.  Thus, Mr. Pizzuto’s complaint will be dismissed as to Peoples.



However, Mr. Pizzuto had also complained about Columbia.  There is no indication at this docket that Columbia had been served with a copy of this complaint.  Further, it appears from a review of the Commission’s dockets that Mr. Pizzuto’s complaint did not receive a second docket number where Columbia was the named respondent utility.  



Accordingly, it is my opinion that this complaint should be re-docketed as filed against Columbia.  Further, it should be served on Columbia and Columbia should be allowed 20 days from the date of service in which to file its answer to Mr. Pizzuto’s complaint.

ORDER



In consideration of the foregoing, IT IS ORDERED THAT:



1.
The complaint of Larry Pizzuto against The Peoples Natural Gas Company, at Docket No. C-20026756, is dismissed.



2.
The Secretary for the Commission shall open a new docket on the complaint of Larry Pizzuto against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., and serve a true and correct copy of the complaint and this Initial Decision upon Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.



3.
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., shall, in accordance with Commission regulations, file its answer within 20 days of service of the complaint.



4.
Upon the filing of the answer, a telephonic hearing be scheduled in this case and notice thereof served on the parties.
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Dated:  May 21, 2002
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