BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Timothy L. Middleton



:

             





:

                  v.





:     Docket C-20027369

:

National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation 
:     

INITIAL DECISION

Before

Fred R. Nene        

Administrative Law Judge



In a formal complaint filed on April 3, 2002, Timothy L. Middleton (“Complainant”) requested the Commission’s review of a payment arrangement made earlier by the Bureau of Consumer Services (“BCS”).  The payment arrangement was to allow the Complainant to continue to receive gas utility service from National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation (“Respondent”) while paying off a substantial overdue balance.



The Respondent filed a timely answer to the complaint and a telephonic hearing was scheduled to be held at 10:00 a.m. on August 22, 2002.



The Complainant failed to appear for the hearing.  The Respondent appeared by counsel and stated for the record that Timothy L. Middleton had closed his account for gas utility service on August 5, 2002 and had a balance due on that account in the amount of $2,417.48.



The Respondent made a motion for the Commission to dismiss the complaint for failure to prosecute.  Under the circumstances, I am granting that motion and dismissing the complaint with prejudice.  See: Jefferson v. UGI Utilities, Inc., Z-00269892 (entered December 26, 1995).  Also, I find that the entire amount of the Complainant’s bill for gas utility service already provided is due and owing.  See: DeAngelo v. P.G. Energy Co. Inc., C-00968276 (entered August 26, 1997).

ORDER


THEREFORE, it is ordered that:

1. The complaint of Timothy L. Middleton v. National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation at Docket No. C‑20027369 is hereby dismissed with prejudice for failure to prosecute.

2. National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation’s final bill to Timothy L. Middleton at Account No. 4594802-10 in the amount of $2,417.48 is due and owing.

Dated: August 22, 2002















FRED R. NENE          








Administrative Law Judge

