BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Ronald Lapsansky

               v.                                                                                                     C-20027438

PG Energy, a Division of Southern Union Company 

INITIAL DECISION
Before

Richard M. Lovenwirth

Administrative Law Judge

I. HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS


On April 11, 2002 a formal complaint was filed by Ronald Lapsansky (hereinafter Complainant) against PG Energy, a Division of Southern Union Company (hereinafter Respondent).  The complaint brings into issue: (1) the right of Respondent to install a gas meter at a certain place upon the Complainant’s property (an unoccupied structure situate at 1220 Main Street, Avoca, Pennsylvania) without the Complainant’s permission, and (2) the duty of Complainant to pay his gas bill to Respondent, given the fact that the latter placed the meter at a location without Complainant’s permission.


An Answer and New Matter were filed on May 9, 2002 by Respondent.  It states that the meter in question was that placed upon the Complainant’s said property pursuant to a written authorization signed by Complainant.   


A hearing was convened telephonically on August 13, 2002.  Both parties participated.  Respondent moved five exhibits into the record.  The transcript of testimony consists of 65 typewritten pages.  No briefs were filed.

II. FINDINGS OF FACT


1.
Complainant is Ronald Lapsansky, an individual who resides at 199 New Street, Avoca, Pennsylvania 18641, and who is the owner of an unoccupied property situate at 1220 Main Street, Avoca, Pennsylvania 18641 (hereinafter Subject Property).

2.
Respondent is PG Energy, a Division of Southern Union Company, which is a public utility which was issued a certificate of public convenience by this Commission which authorizes it to provide public utility service within the boundaries set forth in its said certificate, including the Subject Property described in finding of fact one.     

3.
On September 9, 1993 Complainant signed an application for gas service at the Subject Property wherein he authorized placement of a gas meter at the location upon the said Subject Property where the said gas meter was ultimately placed by Respondent’s predecessor, Pennsylvania Gas & Water Company, which, at its own expense, also hooked a gas service line from the curb to the said meter (PGE Exhibit 1; N.T. 36, 37).


4.
Although no gas was ever consumed at the Subject Property while Complainant was the ratepayer of record, an account was established in Complainant’s name on November 10, 1993, and said account was terminated on February 13, 1995 (N.T. 40).


5.
At the time of termination of the gas account on February 13, 1995, Complainant owed Respondent for the minimum monthly charge of $8.45 for 16 months, or a total of $135.40 (plus late charges and penalties for nonpayment), making the total owed by Complainant the amount of $142.79 for service at the Subject Property (N.T. 40, 45).   

III. DISCUSSION


Complainant’s contention that he never authorized the location of the meter at the Subject Property is not supported by the record in this case, as evidenced by the Findings of Fact hereinabove set forth. 


Consequently, we must dismiss the complaint.

IV. CONCLUSION OF LAW


This Commission has jurisdiction over the parties to this proceeding and over the subject matter thereof.

V. ORDER

Upon consideration of the foregoing, we now issue this ORDER:


That the complaint filed by Ronald Lapsansky against PG Energy, a Division of Southern Union Company, at docket number C-20027438 on April 11, 2002 be and is hereby dismissed.

Dated:   October 7, 2002   



       __________________________

                                                                                            Richard M. Lovenwirth

                                                                                            Administrative Law Judge
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