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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE

OCTOBER 21, 2002

C-00015427

C-00015596

MS LOUISE A KNIGHT ESQ

MALATESTA HAWKE AND MCKEON LLP

P O BOX 1778

HARRISBURG PA  17105-1778

Dear Ms. Knight:


By Final Order entered March 22, 2002, the Commission directed Verizon North Inc. (Verizon North), to conduct a customer poll of its Princeton exchange with regard to one-way extended area service (EAS) from Princeton to its Ellwood City exchange.  This Final Order approved a Settlement Agreement to resolve the complaints of Danielle Fogel v. Verizon Pennsylvania Inc. (Verizon PA) and Verizon North, at Docket No. C-00015427, and the Honorable Frank LaGrotta v. Verizon PA and Verizon North, at Docket No.  C-00015596.  The results of the poll indicated that an insufficient number of ballots were returned to constitute a valid poll.


Concurrent with the polling, Verizon North filed tariff revisions, at Docket No. R-00027371, resulting from the merger between Verizon North and Verizon PA, known as the “Rebalancing Tariff,” because it adjusts rates for basic service in the Verizon North exchanges to be consistent with basic rates charged by Verizon PA.  Because of this Rebalancing Tariff filing, the Princeton exchange would be included in Rate Group D, which includes exchanges having between 27,001 and 83,000 weighted access lines.  Adding the Ellwood City access lines to the Princeton exchange’s local calling area would not cause the Princeton exchange to advance to the next rate group, and thus not cause an increase in basic local service rates by providing EAS from Princeton to Ellwood City.


As a result, Verizon North, by an Amendment to the Settlement Agreement dated July 29, 2002, agreed to implement one-way EAS from the Princeton exchange to Ellwood City exchange, with no need for polling, if the Commission approved the Rebalancing Tariff.  The Commission, by Secretarial Letter dated July 15, 2002, approved the Rebalancing Tariff.  

Therefore, the Commission hereby approves the Amendment to the Settlement Agreement and directs Verizon North to implement one-way EAS from Princeton  to Ellwood City within four months of this notification.


Verizon North shall file a tariff supplement, upon at least one day’s notice, to add the Ellwood City exchange to the local calling area of the Princeton exchange. 

 If an Optional Calling Plan currently exists on the Princeton to Ellwood City toll routes, Verizon North shall file, or cause to be filed, a tariff supplement, to become effective upon at least one day’s notice, which removes the Princeton to Ellwood City toll routes as available routes under its Optional Calling Plan.









Sincerely,









James J. McNulty









Secretary

cc:  Kerry Klinefelter, FUS

      Janet Patrick, Secretary's Bureau

