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Petition of Rainbow Run, Lehigh Township,

Wayne County, for an exception from 

underground requirement at 52 Pa. Code 

§§57.86. 
        Docket Number:               

        E-00020053 

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On August 28, 2002, Rainbow Run (“Petitioner”) pursuant to the provisions of 52 Pa. Code §57.86, filed a Petition requesting an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This Petition is in connection with the development of a vacation resort located in Lehigh Township, Wayne County.



The Commission’s regulations provide that “whenever a public utility or an affected person believes that the application of the requirements in §57.83 (relating to Applicants for electric service) works an undue hardship, involves a physical impossibility, or is otherwise inappropriate, the utility or person may request an exception from the underground requirements.”



The Petitioner cites the following reasons for seeking relief from the Commission’s underground requirements:

· Petitioner is also the developer of Big Bass Lake, a vacation resort development located just one thousand feet from the Rainbow Run Subdivisions.  Big Bass Lake consists of 1671 home sites and 1100 homes, all of which have overhead electric distribution facilities.

· Underground facilities would generate excessive cost as the result of a high seasonal water table and bedrock. 

· To maintain the surrounding streetscape and provide continuity of design and potential repair services.



On September 20, 2002, the Petitioner served a copy of the Petition on the following affected parties as required by 52 Pa. Code §57.86: PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Verizon Pennsylvania Inc., Lehigh Township Commissioners and Wayne County Commissioners.  The Petitioner has provided to the Commission, proof of service of the Petition on the affected parties.  The parties notified had 20 days from the date of service to file any exceptions to the Petition, or request formal hearings.  No exceptions or requests for formal hearings have been filed.



In consideration of the foregoing, we find and determine that the Rainbow Run construction meets the requirements as defined at

52 Pa. Code §57.86 and should be granted an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This exception will also apply to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i); THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:



1.  That the Petition at Docket No. E-00020053 filed by Rainbow Run for an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities in connection with the development of Rainbow Run, located in Lehigh Township, Wayne County, be and hereby is, granted. This exception also applies to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code § 63.41(i).



BY THE COMMISSION,



James J. McNulty



Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: November 7, 2002

ORDER ENTERED:  November 7, 2002
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