BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Toni Racht and Mary Lou Racht



v.







C-20027292

Commonwealth Telephone Company

INITIAL DECISION
Before

Richard M. Lovenwirth

Administrative Law Judge

I. HISTORY OF  THE PROCEEDINGS

On March 25, 2002 Toni Racht and Mary Lou Racht (hereinafter Complainants) filed a formal complaint against Commonwealth Telephone Company (hereinafter Respondent) wherein they seek an enlarged free calling area.


An answer was filed by Respondent on April 19, 2002.


A prehearing conference was convened on August 1, 2002.  Complainants failed to appear.


An Initial Hearing was convened on October 15, 2002.  Complainants failed to appear.

II. DISCUSSION


Complainants in this case have had thrust upon them by the legislature the burden of proof.  See 66 Pa. C.S.A. section 332(a).


By their failure to appear at both the prehearing conference and the initial hearing, they have failed to meet the said burden of proof.


Complainant dismissal, therefore, is necessary.

III. CONCLUSION OF LAW

This Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this proceeding and over the parties thereto.

IV. ORDER

That the complaint filed by Toni Racht and Mary Lou Racht against the Commonwealth Telephone Company at docket number C-20027292 on March 25, 2002 be and is DISMISSED, with prejudice. 

Dated:  October 22, 2002




_______________________









Richard M. Lovenwirth









Administrative Law Judge
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