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:



Duquesne Light Company


:

INITIAL DECISION FROM THE BENCH

Before

Larry Gesoff

Administrative Law Judge

History of the Proceeding



On May 13, 2002, William and Tina McWhirter, Matthew and Diane Kanczes, William and Kathleen Reed and Ellen Jean Carr filed a formal complaint against Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne Light).  On June 10, 2002, Duquesne Light filed an answer and new matter, the new matter pointing out that no party verified the complaint.  On June 17, 2002, Complainants filed an amended complaint with verifications.  On June 27, 2002, Duquesne Light filed an answer to the amended complaint.



The Commission held an initial hearing on October 24, 2002.  Eileen Yacknin, Esquire, represented Complainants.  Regina Sestak, Esquire, represented Duquesne Light.  The parties reached a settlement which they read into the record.  The record closed at the conclusion of the hearing.

Discussion



This paragraph is based on the allegations in Complainants’ complaint.  Complainants reside in the Lincoln Place Mobile Home Park, 1201 Mifflin Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15207.  Edward J. Raimondi, Jr. owns the mobile home park and is a Duquesne Light customer at account number 8001191624001.  Complainants’ leases required them to pay for their electric use.  To facilitate this, Mr. Raimondi apparently submetered the Complainant’s residences, billed Complainants for their electric use each month, collected money from them for the electric use and paid Duquesne Light for his use of electricity.  Complainants learned in June 2001 that for some time Mr. Raimondi had not been forwarding their payments for electric use to Duquesne Light.  Until March 2002, Duquesne Light accepted individual payments tendered by Complainants.  Then, on March 21, 2002, Duquesne Light served Complainants with 30-day shut off notices for nonpayment.
  In the fall of 2001 Mr. Raimondi and the City of Pittsburgh entered into an agreement for the sale of the mobile home park to the City, conditioned on the park’s vacancy of all tenants.  Mr. Raimondi then engaged in activities designed to make the Complainants vacate their residences without the need on his part to institute any legal process to terminate the tenancies pursuant to lease termination notices he had served on the tenants in October 2002.



At the hearing, Ms. Yacknin stated that William and Kathleen Reed had moved from the mobile home park and withdrew them as Complainants in this proceeding.  The parties have agreed that the remaining tenants of the mobile home park will pay their monthly bills through Ms. Yacknin’s office and that Duquesne Light will issue duplicate bills to Ms. Yacknin.  In addition, Duquesne Light accepted $281.80 in payment of the $373.66 bill due October 18, 2002, with the $91.86 balance to be paid on or before October 31, 2002.  Finally, beginning with the November bill, Complainants will pay their bills by the due date.



This settlement is in the public interest.  It allows Complainants to continue to receive electric service, ensures that Duquesne Light will be paid for the service it renders and avoids the time and expense of fully litigating this matter.  Ms. Yacknin indicated that she expects that the Complainants will move out of the mobile home park within the next month or so.

Conclusions of Law



1.
The Commission has jurisdiction over the parties to and the subject matter of this proceeding.



2.
The settlement is in the public interest.

ORDER



Therefore;



IT IS ORDERED:



1.
That the settlement of the complaint of William and Tina McWhirter, et al. against Duquesne Light Company at Docket No. C-20027631 is approved.



2.
That the withdrawal of William and Kathleen Reed as Complainants from this proceeding is accepted.



3.
That on or before October 31, 2002, William and Tina McWhirter, Matthew and Diane Kanczes and Ellen Jean Carr, Complainants, pay to Duquesne Light Company, Respondent, $91.86 which is the balance of the $373.66 bill due on October 18, 2002 for account number 8001191624001in the name of Edward J. Raimondi, Jr.



4.
That the remaining tenants of the Lincoln Place Mobile Home Park, 1201 Mifflin Road, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15207, pay to Respondent the amount of the monthly bill for account number 8001191624001 by the due date each month to continue to receive electric service to the mobile home park.



5.
That the payments referred to in paragraph number 4 of this order be made through the office of Eileen Yacknin, Esquire, counsel for Complainants, and that Respondent issue duplicate bills to Ms. Yacknin for the service referred to in paragraph number 4 of this order



6.
That, beginning with the November 2002 bill, Complainants pay the bill for electric service to account number 8001191624001 by the due date.



7.
That if Complainants adhere to the terms of this Order, Respondent shall not assess any late payment charges nor shall Respondent terminate service to Complainants except for valid safety and/or emergency reasons.



8.
That if Complainants fail to adhere to the terms of this Order, Respondent is authorized to suspend or terminate Complainants’ service pursuant to the provisions of 52 Pa. Code Chapter 56 and Sections 1523(a) and 1526 of the Public Utility Code.

Dated:  October 24, 2002



                                                          







LARRY GESOFF








Administrative Law Judge

� 	The shut off notices were served pursuant to Sections 1523(a) and 1526 of the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S.A. §§1523(a) and 1526, which directs that notices be sent to the landlord and each dwelling unit likely to be occupied by an affected tenant of a proposed termination of a landlord’s service.
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