BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Barbara Labaty

                        v.                                                                             C-20028060

PPL Electric Utilities Corporation

INITIAL DECISION
Before

Richard M. Lovenwirth

Administrative Law Judge

I. HISTORY OF  THE PROCEEDINGS

On June 21, 2002 Barbara Labaty (hereinafter Complainant) filed a formal complaint against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (hereinafter Respondent) wherein she alleges that electric bills received from Respondent are not her responsibility, but is the responsibility of her husband..


An answer was filed by Respondent on July 16, 2002.


An Initial Hearing was convened telephonically on October 2, 2002.  Complainant failed to appear, and the efforts of the undersigned to contact her on the telephone, which were made part of the transcribed record, were unavailing. 

II. DISCUSSION


Complainant in this case has had thrust upon her by the legislature the burden of proof.  See 66 Pa. C.S.A. section 332(a).


By her failure to participate in the initial hearing, she has failed to meet the said burden of proof.


Complaint dismissal, therefore, is necessary.

III. CONCLUSION OF LAW

This Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this proceeding and over the parties thereto.

IV. ORDER

That the complaint filed by Barbara Labaty against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at docket number C-20028060 on June 21, 2002 be and is hereby dismissed, with prejudice.

Dated:       October 22, 2002



________________________








Richard M. Lovenwirth








Administrative Law Judge
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