BEFORE THE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Dana L. Shanta
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:
Docket Number


v.




:
Z-01151979







:

Duquesne Light Company


:

INITIAL DECISION

Before

Michael A. Nemec

Administrative Law Judge

History of the Proceeding



The complaint of Dana Shanta against Duquesne Light Company was filed August 19, 2002.  Ms. Shanta alleged that service was terminated without notice and requested a payment arrangement.  Duquesne filed a timely responsive pleading.



The initial hearing was scheduled to be held by telephone from Pittsburgh on December 23, 2002, starting at 10:00 am.  Counsel represented Duquesne and eventually I was able to contact Ms. Shanta.  She advised me that she had filed Chapter 13 bankruptcy in October and was under the impression that her bankruptcy attorney had “taken care” of the Duquesne Light matter.  Duquesne’s witness had only learned of the bankruptcy as of the morning of the hearing.  I advised both parties that I would enter an initial decision dismissing the complaint as moot.  The record here consists of a very brief tape-recorded transcript of the discussion of the parties and brief testimony of one Duquesne witness.  No briefs were filed. 

Discussion



The account balance for service to Ms. Shanta’s residence was written off after Duquesne received notice of the bankruptcy filing.  Electric service had been terminated for non-payment prior to the bankruptcy filing.  The witness for Duquesne advised Ms. Shanta on the procedure for reestablishing service.  She stated that she would be applying for her new service the day of the initial hearing.  I proposed, and the parties agreed, that no issue remained to be resolved through the hearing process. I conclude that the complaint should be dismissed as moot. 

Conclusions of Law

1. This Commission has jurisdiction over the parties to and subject matter of this case.

2. No issue remains to be resolved by the hearing process, and the present matter has become moot.

ORDER



In consideration of the foregoing, it is ordered that the complaint of Dana L. Shanta against Duquesne Light Company, docketed at Z-01151979, is dismissed as moot.

Dated:  December 23, 2002
















MICHAEL A. NEMEC








Administrative Law Judge
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