PENNSYLVANIA private 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, PA. 17105-3265







 Public Meeting held March 21, 2003


Commissioners Present:



Glen R. Thomas, Chairman



Robert K. Bloom, Vice Chairman 



Aaron Wilson, Jr.



Terrance J. Fitzpatrick



Kim Pizzingrilli



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

     Docket Nos. R-00038102

Office of Consumer Advocate



          
    R-00038102C0001

                     v.

PECO Energy Company





       

ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On January 2, 2003, PECO Energy Company (“PECO” or “Respondent”) filed Supplement No. 44 to Tariff Electric-Pa. P.U.C. No. 3 (“Supplement No. 44”) to become effective January 1, 2004, containing proposed changes in rules, regulations and rates calculated to produce $19.8 million in additional annual revenues.  Pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. §1308(b), the filing will be suspended by operation of law on January 1, 2004, until July 1, 2004, unless permitted by Commission Order to become effective at an earlier date.  To date one formal complaint has been filed.



The purpose of this filing is to recover $19.8 million in revenue annually through PECO’s Nuclear Decommissioning Cost Adjustment (“NDCA”) clause, which is charged to all PECO customers in a cents/Kwh charge calculated to the nearest one hundredth of one cent.  According to the Company’s filing, implementation of Supplement No. 44 will result in an increase to the NDCA from $0.0000/Kwh to $0.0006/Kwh.



The tariff change is required to satisfy the requirements of the NDCA as specified in Page 33 of PECO’s Electric Tariff.  The NDCA was established in the Company’s Tariff as a result of the Restructuring Settlement, Docket No. R-00973953.  The purpose of the NDCA is to provide for recovery of increased nuclear decommissioning costs related to the Company’s Ownership interest in Nuclear Generation as of December 31, 1999.  




Investigation and analysis of the tariff filing and the supporting data indicate that the proposed changes in rates, rules and regulations may be unlawful, unjust, unreasonable, and contrary to the public interest; THEREFORE,

          

IT IS ORDERED:  



1. That an investigation on Commission motion be, and hereby is, instituted to determine the lawfulness, justness, and reasonableness of the rates, rules and regulations proposed in Supplement No. 44 to Tariff Electric-Pa. P.U.C. No. 3.



2. That Supplement No. 44 to Tariff Electric-Pa. P.U.C. No. 3 be, and hereby is, suspended until July 1, 2004, unless otherwise directed by Order of this Commission.



3. That the case be assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for Alternative Dispute Resolution, if possible, or the prompt scheduling of such hearings as may be necessary culminating in the issuance of a Recommended Decision.



4. That a copy of this Order shall be served upon the Respondent, the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and any persons who have filed Formal Complaints against Respondent’s proposed rate changes.

                             



     BY THE COMMISSION






     James J. McNulty,







     Secretary

(SEAL)
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