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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On March 5, 2003, PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(i), (iii), (iv) and (v), of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (“Commission”) transmission line siting regulations.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” siting application process when approval is being requested to construct a transmission line: (i) where a high voltage (“HV”) line is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way and the right-of-way will not be substantially altered; (ii) where an HV line is proposed to be located entirely within a public road; (iii) where an HV line is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way; (iv) where a line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above present levels so long as the right-of-way is not substantially altered; (v) where an HV line is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the right-of-way is not substantially altered; or (vi) where an HV line has a proposed route of 2 miles or less.


Section 57.72(d)(3), requires PECO to serve copies of the Letter of Notification by registered or certified mail to the persons and entities specified in Section 57.74, 52 Pa. Code §57.74.  While PECO served the copies upon the correct entities, they did not do so by registered or certified mail.  PECO requests a waiver of the Section 57.72(d)(3) requirement of service of copies of the Letter of Notification by registered or certified mail.  PECO states that as a cost saving measure it served the copies of the Letter of Notification by first class mail and followed that service with a Notice of Service sent by certified mail, return receipt requested.  We grant the waiver, 52 Pa. Code §1.91, but do not endorse the alternative service utilized by PECO.



A Notice of Transmission Line Construction was published in four newspapers of general circulation.  The required fifteen (15) day protest period ended on April 11, 2003.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.


PECO’s Letter of Notification is filed to request Commission approval to reconductor and reconstruct, build and modify, entirely on existing transmission line right-of-way, approximately fourteen (14) miles of 138 kV transmission line located in the City of Philadelphia, Bristol Township, and Bensalem Township, and to increase the voltage on approximately six (6) miles of transmission line located in the City of Philadelphia.  This transmission line work is necessary to upgrade PECO’s existing transmission facilities to safely accommodate increased power flows caused by generating facilities being built by Fairless Energy LLC (“Fairless Energy”) on a site in Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania.  The need for the modifications was identified in a Facilities Study prepared for the PJM Interconnection LLC (“PJM”), which is the Independent System Operator (“ISO”) for the transmission system in the Mid-Atlantic Region.  The proposed modifications are scheduled to begin in August 2003.


Fairless Energy is constructing two new generating facilities on a site between New Ford Road and the Delaware River in Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania.  The facilities consist of a 540 MW combined cycle gas-fired unit and a 605 MW combined cycle gas-fired unit which, collectively, will be known as the Fairless Energy Station.  The transmission facilities necessary to interconnect the Fairless Energy Station with the transmission grid were identified in a Facilities Study dated June 2002 that was conducted and approved by PJM.


Pursuant to Section 36.8 of PJM’s Open Access Transmission Tariff, Fairless Energy and PJM entered into an Interconnection Service Agreement, which authorizes the construction of the facilities identified in the Facilities Study.  The facilities are needed to connect the Fairless Energy Station to PECO’s transmission system and to reinforce PECO’s transmission system to accommodate the increased power flows that will be introduced when the Fairless Energy Station begins commercial operation.  PJM directed PECO to undertake the construction of the transmission facilities which will be done under a Construction Agreement between PECO Energy and Fairless Energy.



A Facilities Study determined that the optimal means of connecting the Fairless Energy Station to PECO’s transmission facilities is by two 230 kV transmission lines on the same right-of-way from the Fairless Energy Station to PECO’s existing Emilie Substation.  A new 230-138 kV transformer will be installed at the Emilie Substation to accommodate the increased power flows that will result from the introduction of generation from the Fairless Energy Station.


The Emilie Substation is connected to 138 kV transmission lines that connect five other substations owned by PECO and one customer-owned substation.  Each of these substations reduce the voltage of electric power from 138 kV to lower levels for use in PECO’s distribution system.  The increased power flows that will result from the introduction of generation from the Fairless Energy Station also require significant upgrades to PECO’s 138 kV transmission facilities.  All transmission line work will be done on PECO’s existing rights-of-way which will not be substantially altered.


The design criteria used for the transmission line work meet or exceed the requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”).  PECO submits that it will construct, operate and maintain the transmission facilities in a manner that satisfies or surpasses NESC standards.  PECO claims the proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  No communications towers, pipelines or other utilities will be affected by the proposed transmission line modifications.  PECO will review the project with the Department of Transportation’s Pennsylvania Bureau of Aviation to confirm its assessment that the proposed modifications will have no impact on any airports.  PECO avers that the proposed line modifications will have no significant environmental impacts.  No unique geological, scenic or natural areas will be affected.  All permits required for the construction and operation of this project will be obtained.  Finally, PECO states that on March 5, 2003, PECO sent a full copy of the Letter of Notification to the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, the Chairman of the Historical and Museum Commission, and the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Environmental Planning.



In order to timely complete the system support work covered by this application, PECO will need to begin construction of the system support work by August, 2003, to be complete in February, 2004.



The formal PECO Energy Company Letter of Notification and the manner in which it was filed conforms with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting;  THEREFORE,

         

IT IS ORDERED:  



That the Letter of Notification filed by PECO Energy Company with respect to transmission facilities needed for the interconnection of Fairless Energy LLC’s Generating Facilities – System Support Work is hereby approved.

                             



     BY THE COMMISSION






     James J. McNulty,







     Secretary
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