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                  Docket Number
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       A-110500F0325
Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G, with 
Respect to the Proposed Yorkana-Otter 

Creek 230 kV Transmission Line to be 
Constructed in Lower Windsor, Windsor and 
Chanceford Townships, York County, Pennsylvania
ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On September 26, 2002, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL” or the “Company”) filed an Application pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.71 et seq. for approval to construct, operate and maintain the proposed Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Transmission Line in Lower Windsor, Windsor and Chanceford Townships, York County. 


The Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Transmission Line will be approximately 11.0 miles in length and will connect GPU Energy’s (“GPU”) Yorkana Substation to PPL’s existing Manor-Conastone 230 kV Transmission Line via a 
230 kV switchyard (the “Otter Creek Switchyard”) that PPL will construct on a site in Chanceford Township, York County.  The Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Line is needed to alleviate transmission constraints in south-central Pennsylvania and to provide sufficient transmission capability to meet expected loads in a manner that complies with the requirements of the North American Reliability Council (“NERC”), the Mid-Atlantic Area Council (“MAAC”) and PPL’s Reliability Criteria.  This project is an important part of the PJM Regional Transmission Expansion Plan for the Mid-Atlantic region.



PPL submits that the route it has selected for the Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Line will use existing GPU and PPL rights-of-way to the maximum extent.  Furthermore, only two miles of new right-of-way are required to construct the line, and PPL has acquired, or has an agreement to acquire, all such rights-of-way.



The estimated cost to design and construct the Yorkana-Otter Creek 
230 kV Line is $12.9 million.  PPL projects that construction will start in May 2003 to support an in-service date of May 2004.



Copies of PPL’s Application were served upon the appropriate state, county and local government entities, as required by 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b).  Notice of the filing of the Application and a map showing the proposed route of the Yorkana-Otter Creek Transmission Line were served upon the additional entities designated in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(c) and upon all landowners owning property within the proposed right-of-way for the line.


In accordance with 52 Pa. Code §57.75, a hearing was scheduled for January 6, 2003.  All government entities and landowners that were initially served by the Company were also served by the Commission with a Notice of the hearing.  Also, the necessary newspaper notices were published 45 days prior to the date of the hearing in newspapers of general circulation in the project area.  Proofs of publication were filed by PPL on December 16, 2002.



On December 6, 2002, PPL filed direct testimony with the Commission which was served upon the Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”).  On January 6, 2003, a hearing was held.  Mr. Ralph E. Daugherty, Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Richard A. Seward appeared at the hearing and sought active party status.  Also, Ms. Gina D’Alfonso, counsel for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (“Pa. DOT”), entered her appearance.  On January 10, 2003, Ms. D’Alfonso notified the ALJ, the Commission and PPL that Pa. DOT had no objection to PPL’s Application.


Mr. Daugherty indicated that his concerns lay with the proposed Otter Creek Switchyard.  Mr. Daugherty did not raise any issues that were within the scope of this proceeding and therefore, he was denied party status (Tr. 16; Prehearing Order, p. 1).


Charles D. Simpson and his wife, Eva Marie Simpson did not object to the siting of the line, but raised questions about the extent of tree clearing that might be required in connection with the construction of the line (Tr. 27-32).


Mr. Seward, holder in fee of land over which PPL owns a pre-existing transmission line right-of-way that would be used for the proposed line, also appeared.  Mr. Seward was interested in having PPL convert the right-of-way from a “centerline” easement to one of defined width and sought additional compensation for that change (Tr. 21-27).



On January 8, 2003, the ALJ issued a Prehearing Order that reviewed the rulings made on the record at the January 6 hearing, defined active and inactive parties and set forth certain procedural guidelines for active parties.  The ALJ confirmed his prior rulings that the issues raised by Mr. Daugherty were outside the scope of the proceeding and the issues raised by Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and 
Mr. Seward were within the scope of the proceeding (Prehearing Order, p. 1).  In addition, the ALJ directed that the Commission serve a copy of the Prehearing Order on all of the entities and landowners that received service or notice of PPL’s Application and instructed them that they could still become active in the proceedings by notifying the ALJ on or before January 31, 2003.  A further hearing was scheduled for March 25, 2003. 


By letter dated January 22, 2003, David G. Best and Joy M. Best, his wife, notified the ALJ and PPL that they wished to become active parties.



Subsequent to the January 6 hearing PPL continued to meet with the Simpsons and Mr. Seward and PPL was able to satisfy the Simpson’s and 
Mr. Seward’s concerns.  As a result, Mr. and Mrs. Simpson and Mr. Seward notified the ALJ that they no longer objected to PPL’s Application.  Also, PPL met with and satisfied the Bests concerns and questions.  The Bests filed a letter with the ALJ directing that they be removed from the active party status.  



On March 25, 2003, a telephonic on-the-record hearing was held.  PPL, the only remaining active party, was the only party in attendance.  The ALJ indicated that this matter should be transferred to the Bureau of Fixed Utility Services for preparation of an order.



PPL has demonstrated a need for the Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Transmission Line as explained in the direct testimony of James K. Robinson, PPL’s Supervisor of Bulk Power Analysis (PPL St. 1).  The need to construct the Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV transmission line was endorsed by PJM as part of its overall, long-term Regional Transmission Expansion Plan for the Mid-Atlantic region 
(PPL St. 1, p. 5).



The Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV transmission line will resolve the immediate capacity concerns and will significantly contribute to the long-term development of the bulk power transmission supply system by providing an additional bulk power transmission supply line to the south central Pennsylvania region.  This project is more economical than other functional alternatives since extensive transmission line outages will not be required during its construction.  Also, since the proposed Yorkana-Otter Creek line uses existing transmission line right-of-way and requires only two miles of new right-of-way, environmental, visual and land use impacts are minimized.  



The Yorkana-Otter Creek line will be designed to meet all applicable standards of the National Electrical Safety Code.  As presented in PPL Statement 
No. 1 and PPL Exhibit No. 1, the construction and operation of the Yorkana-Otter Creek line will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the health and safety of the public.



PPL asserts that the proposed Yorkana-Otter Creek line will not have any negative impacts based upon the following:
· The proposed line will have no adverse impact on the operation of 
communications or cellular telephone towers (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-12).

· The proposed line will not affect any airports (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-12).

· No endangered or threatened plant or animal species will be affected 
because state and federal reviews reveal none in the Core Area.  The 
impact on common plant and animal species and habitat is minimized by 
using existing transmission line rights-of-way for most of the line route 
(PPL Ex. 1, p. C-13).

· No lakes, ponds or major bodies of water will be affected.  The three 
stream crossings required will be easily spanned (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-13).
· Wetlands along the line will be delineated and all necessary permits will 
be obtained from the Pa. Department of Environmental Protection and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers if there is any potential for wetlands to 
be affected (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-13).

· No encroachment on flood-prone areas is expected.  If such 
encroachment is necessary, all needed permits will be obtained before 
construction begins (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-13).

· No landmarks, historical districts or sites of historical or cultural 
significance will be affected (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-14).

· The six archeological sites within the Core Area are located more than 
two miles from the preferred line route and will not be affected 

(PPL Ex. 1, p. C-14).

· No schools, churches, cemeteries, parks or recreational areas will be 
affected (PPL Ex. 1, p. C-15).



PPL’s Application filed for approval to construct, operate and maintain the proposed Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Transmission Line in Lower Windsor, Windsor and Chanceford Townships, York County conforms with the requirements of  52 Pa. Code §57.71 et seq.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,
          

IT IS ORDERED:  



That the Application filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket No. A-110500F0325 for authorization to construct the Yorkana-Otter Creek 230 kV Transmission Line in Windsor, Lower Windsor and Chanceford Townships, York County, is hereby approved.
                             



     BY THE COMMISSION






     James J. McNulty,







     Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  April 17, 2003
ORDER ENTERED:   April 17, 2003
7

