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Today’s action further defines the role of the Pennsylvania Sustainable Energy Board (“PASEB”) and represents another step forward in establishing Pennsylvania as a national leader in the development of renewable and clean energy technologies.  The four Sustainable Energy Funds (“Funds”) and their leadership have done many great things for Pennsylvania to date -- such as establishing Pennsylvania as the east coast leader for wind energy.  There is nevertheless room for improvement in two important areas:  communication and sharing of best practices.
The Funds must make every effort to keep the Commission fully apprised of their activities.  While information flow to the Commission has improved over the past several months through Commission staff efforts, the Funds themselves must do more to communicate with the Commission on a regular basis.  Today’s order requires the PASEB to hold an annual forum in May of each year and to provide the Commission with an annual report by April 30th of each year.  The forum and annual report will enable the Commission to monitor and compare the activities and progress of each Fund more effectively.  The forum and report will also facilitate greater communication between the Funds themselves, as well as communication between the Funds and state agencies.

The second significant part of today’s order requires the PASEB to establish “best business practices,” including but not limited to application processes, reconsideration/appeal processes, and a code of conduct.  Responses to data requests submitted by Commission staff to the Funds reveal that there are varying degrees of sophistication between the Funds.  Standardization of business practices will facilitate joint projects and allow the Funds to learn from each other.  While adoption of the best practices is not mandatory under this order, the mere existence of best practices will provide a standard by which the Funds can be meaningfully reviewed by the Commission.  The Commission should not get into the business of micromanaging project decisions; however, the Commission must ensure that processes are in place by which every applicant will be treated fairly.

The best days for renewable and sustainable energy in Pennsylvania lie ahead.  I look forward to working with the Funds, the PASEB, and other state agencies to bring additional projects to Pennsylvania.  I note that today’s order is tentative and I welcome comments from all interested parties.
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