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In the proceeding before us, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne) proposes to modify its tariff to remedy a perceived reliability problem which they experienced in July 2002 when several Electric Generation Suppliers (EGS) failed to deliver firm energy into Duquesne’s control area.
           Duquesne alleges that these shortages were caused by the EGSs not contracting for firm generation and transmission to serve firm load customers.  Duquesne had to curtail other load to serve these firm customers when alternate supply was not available.
           The possibility that several EGSs may have failed to secure firm energy and/or transmission rights into Duquesne’s system creating an energy supply shortage resulting in curtailments greatly disturbs me.  It is the responsibility of this Commission to ensure reliability is maintained and that quality of service does not deteriorate.  

           To ensure reliability, maintain quality of service and protect customers from potential outages this proceeding must be concluded prior to this summers peak energy demand period.  Due to the complaints and interventions filed in this proceeding, I concur with staff that an investigation must be conducted.  Due to the potential impact on customers and customer choice, I support the staff’s recommendation that hearings be held promptly.  I would hope that staff would be amenable to expedited treatment if requested by any party to the proceding.
             ________________                               __________________________________

                       DATE

 
                COMMISSIONER AARON WILSON, JR.




