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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN GLEN R. THOMAS

I wish to commend the parties for their efforts to achieve consensus on PECO’s market share threshold assignment process.  The plan approved today will result in new opportunities for PECO customers to receive discounted electricity from alternative suppliers.  Assignment will help to boost competition in the PECO distribution service territory by giving new providers a customer base while guaranteeing customers a stable, lower rate.

The present case demonstrates the reason why retail competition will continue to succeed in Pennsylvania:  the stakeholders (including consumers, public officials, businesses, distribution companies, generators, suppliers, and environmental groups).  As I have said before, Pennsylvania’s stakeholders have shown a willingness to cooperate in a reasonable manner to reach solutions, a respect for regulatory agreements, and the flexibility to adapt to unforeseen circumstances.  These are the same traits I saw from the stakeholders during the passage of the "Electricity Generation Customer Choice and Competition Act" and during the restructuring proceedings.  These are the same traits that have made Pennsylvania a leader in retail competition.

Revolutionizing Pennsylvania’s electricity markets will take time and, occasionally, a little prodding.  I am nevertheless confident that our success will continue because of the determination of Pennsylvania’s stakeholders to make it work. 
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