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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER GLEN R. THOMAS


The Commission has a statutory responsibility to ensure the reliability of electric service to the citizens of the Commonwealth.  I have often referred to reliability as “job one” for the Commission.  Today’s two-part action takes us a step closer to fulfilling that responsibility.

The tentative benchmarks order would significantly tighten the standards for reliability performance by electric distribution companies (“EDCs”).  It would require EDCs to report on a “system-wide” basis as opposed to an “operating area” basis.  The practical result would be that EDCs would not be able to classify as many outages as “major outages.”  The order also sets forth reliability performance standards that are more closely tied to the benchmarks.  Through standards that gradually toughen, EDCs would be nudged ever closer to the established benchmarks.  The ultimate goal is the achievement of the benchmarks.  Enhanced reporting would give the Commission the information necessary to determine whether enforcement action is necessary.  The proposed rulemaking is designed to go hand-in-hand with the benchmarks order and to set forth clear rules for performance and reporting.  As with any tentative order and proposed rulemaking, I hope that all interested parties provide the Commission with their input.

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the two primary groups of people that have been instrumental on reliability issues.  First, I would like to extend appreciation to the Legislative Budget & Finance Committee for bringing many of these reliability issues to the attention of the Commission.  Second, the Staff Internal Working Group dedicated many long hours to assembling this superior work product.  Their efforts are a testament to the quality of people working here at the Commission.
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