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STATEMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM

Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Michael A. Nemec (ALJ) regarding the inability to pay complaint of Gloria Newhams (Complainant) against Duquesne Light Company.  The ALJ, inter alia, ordered a catch-up amount to be paid consistent with our ruling in Claypool v T.W. Phillips, Docket No. Z-00248730, entered December 22, 1995, for the missed payments under the Bureau of Consumer Services Decision.
  In this case, the Complainant’s catch-up amount is based on her enrollment in a customer assistance program (CAP) rather than a traditional payment arrangement.  In a traditional payment arrangement, there are two components:  monthly consumption (billed as current or budget) and the arrearage pay back.  In a CAP arrangement, the customer pays a “specific” rate.  There is no breakdown of current consumption and arrearage
.  Therefore, the Commission’s recent action in Charles Stammel v. PG Energy, Docket No. C-20027994, entered May 21, 2003, which limited the Claypool catch-up amount to the consumption portion of the payment arrangement, is not applicable.
The Claypool catch-up amount for CAP payments is all missed CAP payments.  There is no stay on the monthly consumption portion.  This is consistent with the terms of the CAP eligibility requirements.
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                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� BCS Decision No. 1166808, issued October 5, 2002, directing the Complainant to pay a customer assistance program (CAP) catch-up amount by October 29, 2002 and then pay her CAP amount each month.


� PECO’s CAP is an exception since it does have two components and, therefore, Stammel is applicable.





