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This matter involves a tariff filing by PECO Energy Company (“PECO”) to restrict the availability of service under Rate OP (Off-Peak) to new customers, effective January 1, 2004.  Existing Rate OP customers will not be impacted.  PECO states that the reason for this change is that the technology currently used for the Rate OP system is outdated, and PECO has been unable to find adequate sourcing for supply of the existing equipment.
As a result of my interest and active involvement in promoting Demand Side Response (“DSR”) initiatives, I have carefully reviewed PECO’s request to close its Rate OP.  Initially, I want to commend PECO for its cooperation and commitment in helping to further the Commission’s DSR objectives.  I encourage PECO, as well as the other interested parties, to continue to participate in the DSR Working Group in order to advance effective wholesale and retail competition.
While I am voting in favor of approving PECO’s tariff filing, I do so somewhat reluctantly because I think this rate may have some benefit to PECO’s customers and the overall electric system.  My vote is based on PECO’s averment that they are unable to find a vendor to supply the necessary equipment.  It is my hope that PECO will direct new customers who are interested in, but restricted from, participating in the Rate OP program to an alternative rate such as Rate RT (time of use) or other similar DSR initiatives.
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