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PUC to Hold Special Hearing on Natural Gas Price Increases
HARRISBURG – The five Pennsylvania Public Utility Commissioners will preside over a public hearing on Thursday, Sept. 18, to review current natural gas prices, and to discuss the forecasted supply and demand, programs to help consumers, and ways to increase consumer awareness related to gas prices for this winter.

Natural gas prices may be considerably higher for the 2003-04 heating season. To assess the potential impact of the forecasted prices on the natural gas industry and on Pennsylvania consumers, the PUC will conduct an en banc hearing to elicit comments from interested parties.
The hearing will be from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in Hearing Room 1 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building State Office Building in Harrisburg. It is open to the public. 

“The Commission is eager to learn all we can from other state agencies, community-based organizations, consumers and the industry on what consumers can expect when they see their gas bills this winter,” PUC Commissioner Kim Pizzingrilli said. “We want to work with all parties to do everything we can to help gas customers prepare for this winter. We have low-income programs to help those who qualify, and utilities have budget billing to help make natural gas bills more affordable.” 

Through budget billing, high winter bills can be spread over the entire year. Each monthly bill will be the same amount. The company may adjust the bill four times a year, up or down, depending on the customer’s usage. Commissioner Pizzingrilli encouraged interested Pennsylvanians to contact their gas company to learn more about budget billing.
Under the informal en banc hearing process, the five Commissioners will pose questions to the speakers after their testimony.
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Invited to present testimony are:

· Office of Consumer Advocate;

· Office of Small Business Advocate;
· Department of Public Welfare;

· Department of Community and Economic Development;

· Natural gas distribution companies;

· Natural gas suppliers; and

· Community-based organizations.
In addition, utility consumer-education materials related to natural gas prices and programs will be available at the hearing.
 
The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission ensures safe, reliable and reasonably priced electric, natural gas, water, telephone and transportation service for Pennsylvania consumers, by regulating public utilities and by serving as responsible stewards of competition. 
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