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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM
Before the Commission for consideration is an Application filed by Laurel Highland Telephone Company (Laurel Tel) for approval of its acquisition of the full, remaining minority interest in its IXC reseller subsidiary, Laurel Highland Long Distance Company.  The Bureau of Fixed Utility Services (FUS) recommends that the Application be approved.  I disagree.

 

When an applicant requests action from this Commission, the applicant must be in good standing before the Commission.
  In this particular case, the Law Bureau Prosecutory Staff has a Complaint pending against Laurel Tel occasioned by a large number of open informal complaints that are not being attended to by the company's new management.  Consequently, Laurel Tel does not have good standing to warrant an approval of their Application.  Rather than denying the Application outright, the Commission should hold the Application in abeyance for 90 days so that Laurel Tel can resolve the outstanding open complaints.  FUS should resubmit the Application for our disposition after the 90 day period.
THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

 

1. The Application for approval of its acquisition of its affiliate filed by Laurel Highland Telephone Company should be held in abeyance for a maximum of 90 days so that the outstanding complaints can be resolved.

2. The Bureau of Fixed Utility Services shall prepare an Order consistent with this Motion.

 ____________________________        _______________________________________

                       DATE

                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� An example of good standing is that the applicant is current with annual financial reports, access line reports, PUC assessments, USF assessments, TRS assessments, any outstanding unpaid fines, and other PUC regulatory requirements/obligations.





