BEFORE THEPRIVATE 

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Dawn C. Dunlap



:






:
            v.       




: 

Docket No.  C-20039975
        





:

Commonwealth Telephone Company

:

INITIAL DECISION
Before
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HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING AND DISCUSSION


On April 4, 2003, Ms. Dunlap filed her Complaint against Commonwealth Telephone Company (Commonwealth or Company).  The gravamen of her Complaint was that she wanted her area code to be changed from 610 to 717 for her residence.



On May 21, 2003, Commonwealth filed an Answer and a Motion To Dismiss (Motion) for lack of jurisdiction.  In essence, the Company noted that area code boundaries were set by the Federal Communications Commission, not the Public Utility Commission.  Commonwealth concluded that this Commission lacked the jurisdiction to grant the relief requested by Ms. Dunlap.  Ms. Dunlap did not respond to the Motion.



On May 30, 2003, the parties were notified that I was assigned as the motions judge.



Having reviewed the Complaint, the Answer, the Motion, the Public Utility Code (66 Pa. C.S. §§101 et seq.) and the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §§151 et seq.), I have concluded that the Motion must be granted.  Ms. Dunlap has simply brought her case to the wrong forum.  This Commission lacks the authority to change her area code.  Only the Federal Communications Commission can help her.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW


1.
The Public Utility Commission does not have jurisdiction over the subject of this case.



2.
The Public Utility Commission may dismiss any complaint without hearing, if a hearing is not necessary for the public interest.  66 Pa. C.S. §703(b).


3.
A party has the right to file a preliminary motion questioning the jurisdiction of the Public Utility Commission.  52 Pa. Code §5.101(a)(1).

ORDER


NOW THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:



That the Complaint of Dawn C. Dunlap v. Commonwealth Telephone Company, at Docket No. C-20039975 is hereby dismissed.

DATED:
August 25, 2003

















Louis G. Cocheres









Administrative Law Judge
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