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Before the Commission for consideration is the compliance filing of the Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW) to our March 31, 2003 Order which resolved PGW's restructuring proceeding.  Comments were filed by the various parties in the case.  The Bureau of Fixed Utilities (FUS) recommends certain modifications to the proposed tariffs.  I agree with the proposed recommendation with the exception of Section 11.5.A--Test Request.

 

As proposed by PGW and recommended by FUS, a customer must make a meter request in writing.  FUS relies upon Section 59.21 (f) (1) of our Regulations for its conclusion.

 

Section 59.21 (f) (1) does not require a customer to make a request in writing.  Rather it states, "if a customer requests, in writing..." it lays out the process to be followed.  Chapter 56 does not require that a customer request a meter test in writing.  Therefore, it is not appropriate to include this language in the proposed tariff.  A customer can make a meter test request verbally.

 

I would also remind PGW that Section 11.3.B--Estimated Usage, should not be used to avoid the requirements of Section 56.12 that a utility must attempt to read meters every month.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Fixed Utility Services recommendation be modified consistent with this Motion.

2. Fixed Utility Services prepare an Opinion and Order consistent with this Motion.
 ____________________________        _______________________________________

                       DATE

                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN



