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DOCKET NO. C-20039620
MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM
Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Special Agent Amanda N. Rumsey (Special Agent) regarding the inability to pay Complaint of Jeffrey A. Crass (Complainant) against PECO Energy Company (PECO).

The Complainant appealed the Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) Decision
 which directed the Complainant to make a lump sum payment of $2,545.76 and then pay monthly CAP rate bills
 plus $15 per month towards the account balance of $5,223.60.

The Special Agent, noting a change in income since the BCS Decision and the hearing, waived the lump sum payment and revised the payment arrangement to monthly CAP rate bills plus $50.  I disagree.
The Complainant’s billing history is troubling at best.  He has defaulted on nine payment arrangements with PECO.  He has filed four informal complaints with the Commission since 1993.  There have been four BCS Decisions since 1993.  An overdue balance of at least $1000 has existed since 1991.  In 1997, $4,939.97 was discharged through bankruptcy.

The Special Agent found the Complainant credible when he testified about his income and concluded that he carried his burden of proof.  I disagree.
The evidence is not clear as to how much additional income the Complainant brings home each month (I.D. p.8).   The Complainant has the burden of proof regarding a request to modify a payment arrangement.  He has not carried that burden.  

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The request to modify the BCS Decision is denied.

2. The PECO Energy Company shall bill Jeffrey A. Crass for the amount of all missed payments required by the BCS Decision.  This includes the lump sum payment as well as missed CAP rate payments.


3. Said Claypool catch-up amount is due within 30 days.


4. The PECO Energy Company is authorized to suspend and to terminate service if Complainant fails to timely pay his bill.

5. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare an Order consistent with this Motion.
 ____________________________        _______________________________________

                       DATE

                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� BCS Case No. 1129570 issued February 4, 2003.


� Complainant has received a 25% discount on electric services since September 9, 1998.


� Overdue account balance as of August 14, 2003.





