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Statement of Commissioner Wendell F. Holland
 
 
As a member of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission I will cast votes leading to the determination of Orders affecting the daily lives of individuals in our Commonwealth and beyond. Perhaps more than any other State Commission or Agency, our Orders materially affect the vitality of our State’s economy and its citizens both at home and on the job. Those affected by these Orders must have confidence in the process by which these decisions are made. It is vital to the process that decisions are made without bias or conflict or the appearance of bias or conflict.
 
With these concerns in mind and in consideration of an Opinion prepared by the Commission’s Chief Counsel regarding a protocol for the avoidance of bias or conflict or the appearance of bias or conflict, I have prepared this Statement setting forth my intentions with respect to participation on certain matters: 
 
Therefore,        
        I will vote on each matter that comes before me based on the record developed in that proceeding and my application of the relevant law.
        I will not vote on any matters where I, or an attorney at my former law firm, Obermayer Rebman Maxwell & Hippel LLP Attorneys At Law served (during my time of association) as a lawyer before the Commission regarding that matter. This recusal will continue throughout my tenure.
        I will voluntarily observe a recusal period of one year in any matters involving Allegheny Energy or any of its affiliates.
        I intend to review, deliberate and vote on the pending Generic Unbundled Network Elements rate investigation pending before the Commission since neither I nor any attorneys at my former law firm have appeared before the Commission regarding this matter.                                                  
 
 
Additionally, we are about to begin another heating season and energy, once again, has the potential to have a life and death consequences for many of our residents—especially if, as last year, we have a colder than normal winter. I, therefore, intend to review, deliberate and vote on energy related matters. At the same time, I also recognize that a member of my staff was recently employed in the natural gas industry. Although he was not a participant in any adversarial matters before the Commission involving his former employer, I will, for a period of one year, not utilize this staff member as an advisor for any adjudicatory matters involving Equitable Resources, Inc. or any of its divisions or affiliates. 
 
With that, I look forward enthusiastically to joining with my fellow Commissioners in the resolution of matters which affect each and every resident, worker and business in this great Commonwealth.
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