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Our action here today by way of a unanimous vote in favor of Commissioner Pizzingrilli’s Motion speaks volumes. Our disposition of this case demonstrates to all that the overarching concern of every member of this Commission is to ensure that decisions are made consistent with the public interest.


In this proceeding, we have rejected a settlement because we are not able to determine from reviewing the settlement document whether or not the agreed to terms and conditions are in the public interest. Our disposition of this proceeding further clarifies the “rule of the road” regarding the kind of information and detail that necessarily must be included in all settlements so we are able to determine if a settlement is in the public interest.


I will review all settlements with a high degree of scrutiny to determine whether they are in the public interest.


One more thing I would like to make clear. Nothing I have said should be construed to suggest that I have any lack of confidence in our staff and the parties to this settlement. I simply require more information when deciding a settlement. 
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