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Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Special Agent Amanda N. Rumsey regarding the inability to pay complaint of Thomas Schoen (Complainant) against PECO Energy Company.  (PECO).  The Complaint is an appeal of the Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) Decision
 which directed the Complainant to make a lump sum payment of $1,580 and then pay budget bill plus $150 towards the arrearage of $3,740.22
.  The Special Agent inter alia stated that the BCS Decision should be affirmed and that a Claypool
 catch-up amount be ordered.

The Complainant is a Level 4 customer.  He testified that he will be retiring on November 30, 2003 and that he expects to receive $89,581 as part of an early retirement package.  This amount does not include payments for unused sick and vacation time. (Finding Of Fact #8)  As of the date of the hearing, his expenses exceed his income. (Finding Of Fact #11, 12).  However, he   testified that "he would be caught up on his mortgage in a few months, which will make an additional $1,193.33 per month available for payment of household bills. (ID, p.6) The Complainant made payments totaling $390 since the BCS Decision was issued. (Finding Of Fact #14)
As set forth in Mill, this case presents an excellent example of a situation whereby the income of the household presented at the hearing, would be changed in the very near future and thereby warranting a below bill payment for a short duration of time.  See Mill v. PA PUC, 447 A.2d 1100 (1982).  However, the issue is now moot since the Complainant retired in November 2003.  Therefore, consistent with his testimony he has received more than $89,000 which makes him more than able to comply with the BCS Decision.  PECO shall rebill the Complainant for the missed lump sum payment as well as the missed consumption payments.  Said payment is due in 15 days.  

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Initial Decision is modified consistent with this Motion.

2. PECO Energy Company shall rebill the Complainant for the missed lump sum payment as well as the missed consumption payments.  Said payment is due in 15 days.

3. PECO Energy Company is authorized to suspend and to terminate service if Complainant fails to timely pay his bill.
4. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare an Order consistent with this Motion.
 ____________________________        _______________________________________
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                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� BCS Decision No. 1267430 issued December 2, 2002.


� Arrearage as of the hearing date, November 7, 2003.


� Claypool v. T.W. Phillips, Docket No. Z-00248730, December 22, 1995.





