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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM
Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Fred R. Nene (ALJ) regarding the appeal of Cynthia (Long) Sloss (Complainant) of the Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) Decision
.  The Complainant is a customer of Duquesne Light Company (Respondent).  The BCS Decision directed a lump sum payment of $459 by April 16, 2003 and then budget bill (then $59) plus $100 towards the arrearage (then $5,502.25).  The ALJ directed the Respondent to bill the Complainant for the Claypool
 catch-up amount.  I disagree.

At the time of the hearing
, the Complainant should have paid $900 to be in compliance with the BCS Decision.  She paid $880.00 (Finding of Facts 7 and 8).  The remaining balance is only $20.  Therefore, I find the Complainant is in substantial compliance with the BCS Decision
.
The added expense for the Respondent to prepare a special billing for $20 is not warranted.

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. The Complainant is in substantial compliance with the BCS Decision having paid all but $20.

2. The Initial Decision is modified consistent with this Motion.


3. The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare an Order consistent with this Motion.

 ____________________________        _______________________________________

                       DATE

                 ROBERT K. BLOOM, VICE CHAIRMAN
� BCS Decision Case No. 1301893 issued March 15, 2003.


� Claypool v. T.W. Phillips Gas Company, Docket No. Z-00248730 issued December 22, 1995.


� December 18, 2003.


� It is noted that the lump sum payment was not received by April 16, 2003 but rather was made in increments.





