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PUC Approves Expansion of Bath Local Calling Area


HARRISBURG – Residents of Bath, Northampton County, will soon be able to call Easton without paying toll charges, based on a ruling today from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) to expand the town’s local calling area. The one-way extended area service will allow Bath customers to call Easton telephone numbers as local calls.


Verizon has 120 days after today’s order is officially entered to implement the one-way extended area service. The change will not result in any increases to Bath’s local rates.

Currently, residences and businesses in Bath can call only Allentown, Bath, Bethlehem, Catasaqua, Nazareth, Northampton and Slatington in their local exchange.
Approximately 30 customers filed a complaint with the Commission on Sept. 27, 2000, asking Verizon to extend their local calling area to include Easton and Pen Argyl. The request for extended area service to Pen Argyl was later withdrawn. 

After holding hearings, a PUC administrative law judge in September 2003 recommended that the complaint be dismissed. The PUC today overturned the administrative law judge decision, finding that the request met or exceeded PUC regulations for expanding a local calling area.

The Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission ensures safe, reliable and reasonably priced electric, natural gas, water, telephone and transportation service for Pennsylvania consumers, by regulating public utilities and by serving as responsible stewards of competition.


For recent news releases, or more information about the PUC, visit our homepage: http://puc.paonline.com.
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