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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER GLEN R. THOMAS


This matter involves a Petition for Rescission and Amendment of Philadelphia Gas Works (Petition).  In the Petition, Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW) seeks approval of a means-tested senior citizens’ discount (SCD), which would provide a 20% rate discount to PGW customers of age 65 and over whose household income is at or below the 250% federal poverty level.  On October 9, 2003, the Commission entered an Order referring the Petition to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for an expedited hearing and preparation of a Recommended Decision.

On January 9, 2004, PGW filed a Stipulation and Settlement (Settlement) that would adopt the proposed means-tested SCD with minor modifications.  On February 6, 2004, the presiding ALJ issued a Recommended Decision recommending that the Commission adopt the Settlement.

The Commission is remanding the SCD matter to the ALJ to establish a record on a list of specified issues.  I respectfully disagree with this action.


In order for any settlement to be approved by the Commission, it must be deemed to be in the public interest.  I believe there are more than enough facts before us today to make such a final determination.  The Commission is legally positioned to conclude if the settlement is in the public interest and therefore should either reject or approve the settlement as it stands before the Commission without further delay.  Considering that the SCD has remained an issue since the PGW Restructuring Proceeding approved by the Commission over one year ago, I believe this matter is more than ripe for a decision that would help provide an important degree of regulatory certainty for this utility.   
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