PENNSYLVANIA

PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105-3265
Public Meeting held May 7, 2004


Commissioners Present:

Terrance J. Fitzpatrick, Chairman

Robert K. Bloom, Vice Chairman

Glen R. Thomas

Kim Pizzingrilli

Wendell F. Holland, Recusing
West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund;


Docket No. M-00031715F0005
Letter/Petition for Approval of Board Member
ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On November 18, 1998 at Docket No. R-973981, the Commission approved the Joint Petition for Full Settlement of the restructuring proceeding filed by West Penn Power Company (West Penn) so as to comply with the requirements of the Electricity Generation Customer Choice and Competition Act, 66 Pa.C.S. §§2801-2812 .  Among the provisions of the approved settlement was one establishing a Sustainable Energy Fund to promote (1) the development and use of renewable energy and clean energy technologies, (2) energy conservation and efficiency and (3) renewable business initiatives. 


On May 21, 1999, the Commission approved the Advisory Board and on June 2, 2000 approved the Bylaws for the West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund.  The approval of 
the Bylaws allowed the fund to begin operations to promote the development of and use of renewable and clean energy technologies in Pennsylvania.


At the Board meeting of the West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund on December 11, 2003, the Board noted that the position representing the interests of “industrial interveners” was vacant.  Thereafter, at its February 18, 2004 meeting, the Board approved the nomination of Ms. Michele A. Ponchione by the West Penn Power Industrial Interveners.   Ms. Ponchione is an energy buyer for World Kitchen, Inc. (formerly Corning) a worldwide manufacturer of kitchen house ware products, with significant experience working in the energy industry.  She is an Electrical Engineer and has worked for Corning/World Kitchen, Inc. for fourteen years at its Charleroi Glass Plant.  Her current responsibilities include buying energy for three manufacturing facilities, two distribution centers and two headquarters facilities.

By letter/petition dated April 13, 2004, the West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund requested that the Commission approve the appointment of Ms. Michele A. Ponchione to represent the industrial interveners’ interests.  Ms. Ponchione would replace Mr. Robert Kramer who served on the Board over the past year, before securing employment that did not enable to him to continue in this role.  


Since the appointment followed the intent of the Fund’s bylaws and was approved by the established board, the Commission is of the opinion that the nomination is acceptable.  Particularly in view of the Industrial Interveners’ support for Ms. Ponchione and her 

significant experience in the energy industry, we are satisfied that she will be a valuable asset in representing the interests of industrial customers on the Board;  THEREFORE, 


IT IS ORDERED:




1.
That the nomination of Ms. Michele A. Ponchione to the Advisory Board for the West Penn Sustainable Energy Fund is hereby approved.




2.
That a copy of this Order be served on Ms. Michele A. Ponchione, West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund, the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate.








BY THE COMMISSION,








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED:  May 7, 2004
ORDER ENTERED:
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