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O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed May 15, 2003. Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of July 12, 2003 with protests due by August 4, 2003.  A protest was filed by Keystone Cab Service, Inc. and the case was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) on August 29, 2003 for processing.  Administrative Law Judge Susan Colwell dismissed the protest for lack of standing under Final Order dated January 5, 2004.  The case was forwarded to the Bureau of Transportation and Safety on March 11, 2004 for processing under modified procedure.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.


By letter dated March 11, 2004 verified statements were requested and due by April 14, 2004.  The verified statements were received on April 29, 2004.  Additional information was requested on May 3, 2004 and received on May 20, 2004.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Autocab, Inc. (applicant or Autocab) is a Pennsylvania corporation seeking the initial right to transport persons upon call or demand.  Autocab will use the facilities of Model Management, an affiliated company regulated by the PUC, located at 625 East Orange Street, Lancaster, Lancaster County, to store, dispatch and repair its vehicles.  There is a three acre parking lot and service facility with 10 service bays available through Model Management to be utilized by applicant.  Communications will be by telephone lines into the office, two-way radios, cell phones and fax machine.  Applicant will initiate service with fourteen (14) subcontracted drivers and five (5) dispatchers.  The safety program includes driver training, defensive driver training course, drug testing, criminal background check and applicant’s safety and health statements.  Operations will commence with six (6) 2001 Ford Taurus’s owned by Autocab.


Timothy J. Schwartz and John A. Schwartz, Jr. are the owners of Autocab.  They are also the owners, president and vice president, respectively, of Model Management Services, Inc.  Model Management is a certificated PUC carrier at Docket No. A-00100664 holding call or demand, paratransit and limousine authority.  They have been involved in the transportation business for over 25 years and are involved in the business on a daily basis.



The proforma balance sheet of the applicant shows total current assets of $50,229.52, total assets of $55,000, and total liabilities of $54,990 and total owners’ equity of $10.



Support for the service comes from eight (8) businesses in the area of application requiring service for their employees and clients.  Service is required to and from their business facilities and the Lancaster Airport, various Lancaster hotels, the Lancaster Train Station, health care centers, the Lancaster Regional Hospital, the Lancaster General Hospital and the Lancaster Health Campus, HBG Pike.  These statements demonstrate that there is a requirement for the proposed service. 


After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide call or demand service and the application was opposed by a single carrier; the protest was dismissed for lack of standing.

2.  The application is supported by eight (8) parties.

3.  Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the             service.
4.  The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

5. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons upon call or demand, in the city of Lancaster and within an airline distance of six (6) statute miles of the limits of said city.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:

1. Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.


2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the service of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  June 24, 2004
ORDER ENTERED:  June 25, 2004
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