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	Petition of Willard L. Klinger, Trevorton, Northumberland County, for an exception from the underground requirement at 52 Pa. Code §57.86. 
	        Docket Number:               

        E-00040061 


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On May 19, 2004, Willard L. Klinger, (“Petitioner”) pursuant to the provisions of 52 Pa. Code §57.86, filed a Petition requesting an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground utilities.  This Petition is in connection with the development of a 9-acre tract of land (“Shady Acres”) located in Shamokin, Northumberland County.



The Commission’s regulations provide that “whenever a public utility or an affected person believes that the application of the underground requirements in §57.83 (relating to Applicants for electric service) works an undue hardship, involves a physical impossibility, or is otherwise inappropriate, the utility or person may request an exception from the underground requirements.”



The Petitioner is seeking an exception on the basis of undue economic hardship.  The Petitioner claims that underground utilities would generate excessive cost because of the generally rocky conditions at the project site.  The Petitioner included statements from qualified professionals attesting to the magnitude of the problem.  The Petitioner also attached a comparative cost estimate of providing underground service versus overhead service.  The cost estimate indicates that it will cost $22,800 more to provide underground service to the five-lot subdivision than to provide overhead service.


The Petitioner has provided to the Commission, proof of service of the Petition on the following affected parties as required by 52 Pa. Code §57.86: PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc., West Cameron Township Commissioners and Northumberland County Commissioners.  No exceptions or requests for formal hearings have been filed and in fact, the Township expressly responded that it had no objection to the requested exception.



In consideration of the foregoing, we find and determine that the Petitioner meets the requirements as defined at 52 Pa. Code §57.86 and should be granted an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This exception will also apply to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i); THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:


           That the Petition at Docket No. E-00040061 filed by Willard L. Klinger for an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities in connection with the development of a 9-acre tract of land (“Shady Acres”) located in Shamokin, Northumberland County, be and hereby is, granted.  This exception also applies to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code § 63.41(i).



BY THE COMMISSION,



James J. McNulty



Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: August 19, 2004
ORDER ENTERED:  August 19, 2004



PAGE  
3

