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	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


MARCH 2, 2005
Docket No.  P-00981430F1000
Regina Matz, Esq.

Counsel for Denver and Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph Company
Thomas, Thomas, Armstrong and Niesen 

212 Locust Street  Suite 500 

PO Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA  17108-9500
Re:
Amended Chapter 30 Plan of Denver and Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph Company, Docket No. P‑00981430F1000 [filed February 25, 2005]

On February 25, Denver and Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph Company (“D&E” or “Company”) filed an Amended Chapter 30 Plan for approval by the Commission under Act 183 of 2004, P.L. 1398 (66 Pa. C.S. §§3011-3019).  

D&E is an incumbent local exchange carrier (“ILEC”) classified as a “rural telecommunications carrier” under Section 3 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. §153, and the Company’s entire service territory was previously designated as “rural” by the Commission for purposes of the Company’s network modernization plan.  The Amended Plan submitted by the Company elects “Option 1,” available only to rural ILECs, which requires the Company to accelerate broadband availability to 100% of its customers by year-end 2008.  66 Pa. C.S. §3014(b)(1).  The Company submits that the Amended Plan is compliant with the requirements of Act 183.


66 Pa. Code §3014(e) requires the Company to publish notice of its filing in a newspaper or newspapers of general circulation in their service territories or by bill message or insert.  Therefore, the Company is directed to provide copies of its public notices along with a description of the notice method and listing of newspapers, if applicable, to the Commission within 10 days of the above date.  


The Commission will treat D&E’s submittal as a compliance filing with no evidentiary hearing expected or necessary unless an interested party raises a factual issue that shows the filing is not in compliance with Act 183.  In light of the 100-day approval process contemplated in section 3014(e) of Act 183, comments by interested parties are due on or before Monday, March 21, 2005, and are restricted to issues relating to whether the filing is in compliance with the new statute.  D&E responses to any filed comments will be due on or before Thursday, March 31, 2005.  

Any comments and D&E responses should reference specific applicable statutory sections.  Comments to the Amended Plan and D&E responses thereto must be received by the Commission and participants, in hand, by the due date.  

The Amended Plan shall be posted on the Company’s website within three business days.  The contact person for this matter is Tony Rametta, Bureau of Fixed Utility Services at 717-787-2359.









Sincerely,

James J. McNulty









Secretary
cc:
Jani Tuzinski, Bureau of Fixed Utility Services

Tony Rametta, Bureau of Fixed Utility Services


Office of Small Business Advocate


Commerce Building – Suite 1102


300 North Second Street


Harrisburg, PA  17101


Office of Consumer Advocate


Forum Place, 5th Floor


555 Walnut Street


Harrisburg, PA  17101
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