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Public Meeting held May 5, 2005
Commissioners Present:


Wendell F. Holland, Chairman


Robert K. Bloom, Vice-Chairman


Kim Pizzingrilli

Application of Reading Checker Cab, Inc., a corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, upon call or demand, in the county of Berks.

A-00121381

__________
Frederick O. Brubaker, attorney, for the applicant.
__________
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed October 13, 2004.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of January 29, 2005 with protests due by February 22, 2005.  No protests were filed and no hearings were held.  Verified statements were requested by letter dated March 1, 2005 and due by March 30, 2005.  A verified statement of the applicant and nine verified statements in support of the application were received March 29, 2005.  The unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Reading Checker Cab, Inc. (applicant or Checker) seeks the initial right to transport persons upon call or demand.  A separate application has also been made for paratransit service at Folder 2.  Checker has offices located at 543 Elm Street, Reading, Berks County and will operate out of facilities located at 615 Elm Street, Reading.  Communications will be by dedicated phone lines. Dispatcher contact with drivers will be through a two-way radio network.  Drivers will also carry cellular phones.  Upon Commission approval, applicant plans to purchase five 1999 Ford Crown Victoria model four-door sedans.  The vehicles will be used for both call 

and demand service and for paratransit service.  The equipment will be regularly maintained and 
inspected.  A full safety program of equipment inspection, maintenance, driver training and driver record keeping will be implemented.  Vehicle maintenance will be performed by an outside garage.  



Checker plans to use ten drivers for the call or demand service who will be independent contractors under lease agreement.  Vehicles will be leased to experienced drivers who will be thoroughly screened and subject to a driver-training program.  Dispatchers and telephone operator will be employed as needed.


Applicant has two shareholders.  Curtis G. Stricker is the president and 50% shareholder of applicant.  He will also be the manager.  His responsibilities will include supervision of all activities of applicant.  He has 25 years experience with cab companies and paratransit services.  Stricker has experience in management with the operation of Metro Taxi Cab, Inc. and Reading Yellow Cab and is currently an officer in both companies.  Frederick O. Brubaker is vice-president, treasurer, secretary and 50% shareholder of applicant.  He is an attorney, member of the Pennsylvania Bar Association, with 25 years of experience with the PUC and with public transportation procedures.  



The most recent financial data of the applicant, as of April 1, 2005, shows total current assets of $30,000, total assets of $31,038, total liabilities of $30,000 and a net worth of $1,038.  Each stockholder has presented a promissory note in the amount of $15,000.  Applicant has arranged to borrow additional funds from the stockholders to purchase vehicles and insurance and meet other operational expenses.  It is anticipated that a sum in excess of $50,000 will be required as startup costs.


Nine verified statements in support were presented.  Eight of the statements come from individuals showing a requirement for service primarily from the city of Reading, Berks County.  Another statement was submitted by the Berks County Office of Aging demonstrating a need for service for its 350 customers throughout Berks County.  The customers are medical assistance eligible requiring nursing home levels of care, yet choose to remain at home with services.  Transportation is required to and from medical appointments and adult day care facilities.  The level of support for the application is good. 


After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide call or demand service and the application is unopposed.

2. The application is supported by nine parties giving support in the area of application.

3. Applicant intends to purchase five late model four-door sedans.

4. Applicant has the ability, fitness and other resources necessary to render the service.

5. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

6. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons, upon call or demand, in the county of Berks.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:



1.  Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.



2.  A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  May 5, 2005
ORDER ENTERED:  May 9, 2005
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