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MOTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN ROBERT K. BLOOM
Before the Commission for consideration is the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judge Fred R. Nene (ALJ) regarding the inability to pay for gas service. Complaint filed by Cheryl A. Yocum (Complainant) against The Peoples Natural Gas Company, d/b/a Dominion Peoples (Dominion).  
The case represents an appeal of the Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) Decision
 which directed budget bills plus $40 towards the arrearage of $3,760.422.  
At the time this decision was rendered, consistent with prior Commission decisions, the ALJ recommended a Claypool3 catch-up payment to bring the Complainant current for missed consumption payments during the pendency of the complaint.  While I concur with the dismissal of the Complaint, the Commission must now render its decisions consistent with the provisions of the Responsible Utility Consumer Protection Act that enacted Chapter 14 of the Public Utility Code.4
A Claypool catch-up amount is tantamount to a payment arrangement for the missed consumption payments since the BCS Decision was issued.  In this instance, the Claypool catch-up amount would be a second payment arrangement which is not permitted by 66 Pa. C.S. §1405(d).  
THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:
1.  A Claypool catch-up amount is not permitted under Chapter 14.
2.  The Initial Decision is modified consistent with this Motion.

3.  The Office of Special Assistants shall prepare an Opinion and Order consistent with this Motion.  
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� BCS Decision No. 1371055 issued May 29, 2004.


2 Arrearage amount as of March 9, 2004. 


3 Claypool v. T.W. Phillips, Docket No. Z-00248730, entered December 22, 1995, as amended by Stammel v. PG. Energy, Docket No. C-20027994, entered May 21, 2003.


4 66 Pa. C.S. §§ 1401, et seq. 





