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STATEMENT OF COMMISSIONER BILL SHANE
Before us for consideration is the recommendation of the Office of Special Assistants (OSA) that we should adopt the March 2, 2005 Tentative Opinion and Order in this proceeding, as modified in part by the comments of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
  Most notably in the comments of DEP is their recommendation that the Commission should take a more severe stance with Redstone Water Company (Redstone).  Specifically, DEP suggests a provision in the Commission’s Final Order that if Redstone does not comply with the Commission’s directive of either an interconnection with the Tri-County Joint Water Authority or divestiture of the system within 180 days of the entry date of the Commission’s Final Order, the Commission should then appoint a receiver.

While I wholeheartedly agree with the recommendation of OSA, I am particularly   mindful of the fact that for a number of years, numerous Redstone customers have been receiving and complaining about Redstone’s provision of inadequate water service.  Indeed, the complaint in this proceeding, albeit replete with a “complex web of litigation,” was filed in 1999.  Therefore, in light of the protracted history of this matter, I strongly encourage the Law Bureau, in conjunction with the Bureau of Fixed Utility Services, to closely monitor Redstone’s compliance with the Commission’s Final Order so that the appropriate steps can be initiated on the 181st day.
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Bill Shane, Commissioner
� The Office of Consumer Advocate also filed comments in support of the March 2, 2005 Tentative Order. 
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