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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:
On December 13, 2004, Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne”) filed Supplement No. 23 to Tariff Electric – Pa. P.U.C. No. 23.  Duquesne filed Supplement No. 23 to reflect several provisions of Act 201 of 2004, the Responsible Utility Customer Protection Act (“Act 201”).  Duquesne requested a waiver of the sixty-day notice requirement pursuant to Commission regulations so that the tariff could become effective on the effective date of Act 201, December 14, 2004.
Duquesne proposes the following changes in Supplement No. 23:
First, Duquesne proposes to modify the definition of “Customer” in rule 3.1. Definitions, by adding language from Act 201, which states that a residential customer is a person whose name is listed on the service account and pays the bills for the service account, or any adult occupant whose name appears on the mortgage, deed, or lease of the property for which the residential service is requested.
Second, Duquesne proposes to modify the deposit requirements and rate of interest to be paid on deposits stated in rule 5. Deposits and Advance Payments, to conform to Act 201.  The first significant change is the addition of the option to furnish a third party guarantor in lieu of a cash deposit.  The second significant change concerns the interest rate to be paid on deposits for residential customers.  Currently, the tariff states that the Company will pay interest at the rate of the average of 1-year Treasury Bills for September, October and November of the previous year.  The proposed language states that the interest rate is six percent per annum.  The third significant change concerns the conditions under which a deposit is returned to a residential customer.  Currently, the tariff states that deposits “…shall be returned to the depositor when he shall have paid undisputed bills for service over a period of 12 consecutive months without having service terminated and without having paid his bill subsequent to the due date on more than two occasions as along as the ratepayer is not currently delinquent.”  The proposed language adds the Act 201 provision that the maximum period for retention of a deposit is 24 months.
Third, Duquesne proposes a uniform change to the following rules:  26. Arrears, 27. Contracts or Applications, 28. Deposits, 29. Underground Service, 30. Hazardous and Improper Conditions, 31. Misrepresentations, 32. Redistribution, 33. Inaccessibility, 34. Tampering, 35. Repairs and Losses and 36. Writs and Levies.  Currently, the last sentence in each rule states “When a residential customer or a residence is involved, the Company will comply with the provisions of 52 Pa. Code Chapter 56, ‘Standards and Billing Practices for Residential Utility Service.’”  The proposed language adds ‘and 66 Pa. C.S. §1406, “Termination of Utility Service”’ to the end of the above sentence.
Finally, Duquesne proposes to reinsert a schedule of reconnection fees into rule 40. Reconnection Charge.  Duquesne states that the rule is being revised to reflect the charges for reconnection of service in accordance with Act 201, which states that “A public utility may require a reconnection fee based upon the public utility’s cost as approved by the commission…”  Duquesne states that the schedule of reconnection fees was removed from its electric tariff, effective April 1, 1994, by Supplement No. 2 to Tariff Electric – Pa. P.U.C. No. 16, to allow recovery of Duquesne’s actual cost to reconnect a service rather than a fixed rate.  The previous schedule listed a $20 fee for reconnection at the meter, a $250 fee for reconnection at the pole, a $250 fee for reconnection at an aerial tap and an $89 fee for reconnection of a transformer.  The fees had been in effect since January 29, 1983.  The new fee schedule is identical except that the fee for reconnection at the meter is now $50.
Per the Commission’s Order, entered March 4, 2005, at Docket No. M‑00041802F0002, Duquesne filed its Chapter 14 Implementation Plan on April 20, 2005.  In the plan, Duquesne states that it published notice concerning Chapter 14 in four local newspapers within Duquesne’s service territory on January 12, 2005, and that it also included a copy of the notice as a bill insert for all residential customers December 29, 2004 and January 27, 2005.  Duquesne utilized the Commission’s plain language summary notice template, which was provided to all Electric Distribution Companies, Natural Gas Distribution Companies and Water Companies as an attachment to a Secretarial Letter, dated December 16, 2004, at Docket No. M-00041860.
Investigation and analysis of this proposed tariff indicates that the proposed changes appear to be in the public interest; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That Supplement No. 23 to Tariff Electric - Pa. P.U.C. No. 23 is hereby allowed to become effective on December 14, 2004.
2.
That this Order is without prejudice to any formal complaints timely filed against the proposed Tariff.
3.
That a copy of this Order be served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate and the Office of Trial Staff.
4.
That this proceeding at Docket No. R-00040174 be marked closed.


BY THE COMMISSION,

James J. McNulty

Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 11, 2005
ORDER ENTERED:  August 11, 2005
PAGE  
4

