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Application of McGonigle Ambulance Service, Inc., a corporation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in paratransit service, between points in the cities of Sharon, Farrell and Hermitage, the boroughs of Sharpsville, Wheatland and West Middlesex and the townships of Pymatuning and Shenango, all located in Mercer County, and from points in said territory, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.
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___________

Page, Wolfberg & Wirth, LLC by Christie M. Mellott for the applicant.

Family Transport Services, Inc., protestant, pro se.
___________

O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed January 28, 2005.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of March 19, 2005 with protests due by April 11, 2005.  A single protest was filed by the above-referenced carrier.  The matter was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for processing on May 2, 2005.  The protest was withdrawn without restrictive amendment and the case was assigned back to the Bureau of Transportation and Safety on May 26, 2005 to be handled under modified procedure. 


By letter dated June 9, 2005 applicant was requested to submit the verified statements which were due by July 11, 2005.  Applicant requested and was granted a 30-day extension of time to file the statements with statements due by August 10, 2005.  The verified 
statement of applicant and four verified statements in support were received on July 19, 2005.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



McGonigle Ambulance Service, Inc. (applicant or McGonigle) seeks the initial right to transport persons in paratransit service.  In 1964 the McGonigle family purchased an established funeral home/ambulance company in the Sharon area, Mercer County.  The McGonigle Ambulance Co. was incorporated in 1992 and separated from the funeral home services.    McGonigle Ambulance is an established ambulance company that provides exempt emergency ambulance and medical transportation services.  Applicant owns five ambulances and three wheelchair vans and currently has 23 full-time and nine part-time employees.  McGonigle has successfully operated the two companies for over 40 years.  The business is currently operating 24 hours a day and will continue to do so.


Karen McGonigle Murphy, president, and J. Bradley McGonigle III, vice president, have managed and supervised the day-to-day operations of McGonigle Ambulance Service.  Both individuals are also licensed Pennsylvania Funeral Directors and have maintained a successful funeral practice.  Ms. Murphy received a B.S. degree from Penn State University in Public Administration and graduated from the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science.  Mr. McGonigle attended John Carroll University and also graduated from the Pittsburgh Institute of Mortuary Science.



The corporate office is located within the J. Bradley McGonigle Funeral Home, Inc. at 1090 E. State St., Sharon, Mercer County.  The billing and dispatch/communications office is located at 1126 W. State Street, Sharon.  During normal business hours, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., this office is staffed with two billing clerks and two dispatchers.  In the evening, 5 p.m. to 7 a.m., this office is staffed with one dispatcher.  Three wheelchair vans and 5 ambulances, owned by applicant, are stored and maintained at 960 E. State Street, Sharon.  The wheelchair van drivers, paramedics and emergency medical technicians are located at this site.  This 1400 square foot facility sits on ½ acre that includes two bays.  There is ample parking that accommodates 17 vehicles.  All three buildings are located within a three block area.



The communications system consists of a phone system with seven lines which are answered by dispatchers in the billing/dispatch office.  All vehicles are equipped with a UHF two-way Kenwood Radio.  Crew members are equipped with a Nextel wireless phone with two-way walkie-talkie capabilities.  Applicant will commence this operation utilizing three late model Ford vans which it owns.  One employee is responsible for overseeing maintenance, repairs and inspections of its vehicles.  All repairs, maintenance and inspections are performed by local service stations and a local Ford dealership.  All vehicles are cleaned and washed daily at the end of each shift.   



All wheelchair van drivers are licensed emergency medical technicians and are required to renew their licenses every three years.  All drivers are CPR certified and re-certify every two years.  Applicant’s insurance carrier keeps applicant up-to-date on moving violations and/or accidents involving its drivers.  McGonigle does not plan on hiring any additional employees but may extend full-time employment to one or two part-time employees.  


The most recent financial data of applicant is the balance sheet dated March 31, 2005 showing total current assets of $190,460, total assets of $301,790, total liabilities of $44,661, a total owners’ equity of $257,129.



The application is supported by four parties.  Sharon Regional Health System, Sharon, Mercer County, is a hospital system that includes a hospital, a long term care facility, a home health agency and several outpatient healthcare services, requiring service for its clients.   Wheatland Tube Co., with facilities located in the borough of Wheatland, and Sharon, Mercer County, is a steel pipe company, which requires non-emergency transportation for its employees for minor injuries.  



The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center (UPMC) Horizon, located in Farrell, Mercer County, is a hospital with an acute care facility and a skilled nursing facility, requiring transportation service for its clients.  John XXIII Home, located in Hermitage, Mercer County, is a retirement community consisting of a skilled nursing facility, an assisted living/personal care unit and independent living unit, requiring service for its clients


All parties have demonstrated an ample need for service in the area of application for their clients and employees.

After complete review of the record, we find:  


1.
Applicant seeks the initial right to provide paratransit service.


2.
The application was protested by a single carrier and the protest was 



withdrawn upon reconsideration without restrictive amendment.

3.
The application is supported by four parties.


4.
The applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the 


service.


5.
The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

6.
Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and 



convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, persons, in paratransit service, between points in the cities of Sharon, Farrell and Hermitage, the boroughs of Sharpsville, Wheatland and West Middlesex and the townships of Pymatuning and Shenango, all located in Mercer County, and from points in said territory, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:

1.
A Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance, to cover the expended operations.

2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above‑determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 25, 2005
ORDER ENTERED:  August 26, 2005
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