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BY THE COMMISSION:  



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed April 18, 2005. Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of June 18, 2005 with protests due by July 11, 2005.  The application is unopposed and no hearings were held.  The  application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 


DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Anthony J. Bekavac (applicant or Bekavac) seeks to commence providing limousine service by acquiring through transfer the limousine right held by Katherine Andrews.  Bekavac is a third generation funeral director with three family owned funeral homes in the 
southern suburbs of Pittsburgh.  He has been a licensed funeral director for the past eight years.  Part of his responsibility has included scheduling and management of the funeral home vehicles. He is also owner of Rudez Granite & Bronze located in Clairton, Allegheny County.  



Operations will initially be conducted from Rudez Granite & Bronze located at 221 Second Street, Elizabeth, Allegheny County.  Applicant will move into facilities located at 2240 State Route 51, Jefferson Hills, Allegheny County, upon completion of the construction project currently underway.  The new facility will house the granite and bronze business, a crematory business and the limousine service.  Each business will have a separate phone line.  Each vehicle will be issued a cellular phone.  Applicant will have a full-time manager and executive secretary responsible for the daily limousine operations.  Sufficient parking is available for vehicles.  Applicant plans to use a 2004 GMC Yukon Denali to provide the service.  The vehicles will be maintained as required.  Bekavac plans to use current drivers that he employs in his funeral home service. 



The balance sheet of the applicant dated February 1, 2005 shows total current assets of $27,846, total assets of $403,608, total liabilities of $178,252 and a net worth of $225,356.



The total consideration for the limousine right is $35,000.


A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the requisite vehicles, technical expertise, experience, equipment, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service.


Act 94 of 2004 transferred regulatory oversight of Philadelphia Medallion taxicabs and various other types of passenger carriers serving Philadelphia, from this Commission to the Philadelphia Parking Authority.   Act 94 was effective on April 10, 2005.  The applicant has applied for authority, part of which now falls under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  The Commission does not have jurisdiction to approve that part of the applicant’s requested authority that includes service now regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority.   Therefore only the service regulated by the Commission is approved.  The applicant must apply with the Philadelphia Parking Authority to provide service:  (1) between points in Philadelphia, and (2) from any airport, railroad station or hotel located in whole or in part in Philadelphia.    



We find:  


1.
The applicant is fit, willing and able to provide the service proposed.  



2.
Transfer of the authority is in the public interest and is necessary for the continued accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the transfer application be and is hereby approved and that a certificate be issued granting the following right, as modified:  

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons, in limousine service, between points in Pennsylvania; excluding service that is under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority;
subject to the following general conditions:

1. That the operating authority granted herein, or now held, or subsequently granted to the applicant to the extent that it is duplicative, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right.


2. That the approval hereby given is not to be understood as committing the Commission, in any proceedings that may be brought before it for any purpose, to fix a valuation on the property and/or right(s) to be acquired by applicant from the present certificate holder equal to the consideration to be paid therefor, or equal to any value that may be placed thereon by applicant, or to approve or prescribe rates sufficient to yield a return thereon.


3. That the certificate holder shall not transfer, sell or in any way convey any of its outstanding capital stock to any individual, partnership, corporation or any other entity, without the prior filing of an application and approval thereof by the Commission under Section 1102(a)(3) of Title 66, PA C.S.A.




IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation granted in this application until the following is submitted to the Commission:



1.
Form E, as evidence of Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability 



Insurance.  
2.        A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.

3.   
A description of the vehicles to be used in limousine service.  The description must include the Make, Model, Year, VIN and Mileage of each vehicle.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements above set forth, a certificate issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above‑determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  




IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with this order, the right granted the transferor, Katherine Andrews at A‑00120302 be canceled and the record be marked closed. 






BY THE COMMISSION,







James J. McNulty







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 25, 2005
ORDER ENTERED:  August 26, 2005
PAGE  
3

