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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

Before us for review is a Joint Petition to revise the Frontier Companies’ (“Frontier” or the “Company”)
 Amended Alternative Regulation and Network Modernization Plan (“Chapter 30 Plan”) filed on September 7, 2005, in accordance with Act 183 of 2004, 66 Pa. C.S. §§ 3011-3019 (“Act 183”).

Background
By Order entered April 7, 2005, at Docket No. P-00951005F1000, this Commission approved an earlier Joint Petition for Amended Alternative Regulation and Network Modernization Plan filed by Frontier on January 19, 2005, in accordance with Act 183.  However, subsequent to the April 7, 2005 approval of Frontier’s Chapter 30 Plan, Commission Staff determined that the Company’s Plan had provisions that were not consistent with Act 183.  Staff also determined that other Incumbent Local Exchange Carriers’ (ILECs) Chapter 30 Plans contained language that was not consistent with Act 183.
Upon the filing of the amended Chapter 30 Plans by the ILECs, we issued Secretarial Letters notifying parties of those filings.  In those Secretarial Letters, we noted that the Commission would view these amended plans as compliance filings.  As compliance filings, we believed it important that changes to a company’s original Network Modernization Plan, that are based on language in Act 183, should track precisely the statutory language.  Staff discussions with the ILECs concerning the inconsistent language, resulted in each ILEC filing revisions to its amended Chapter 30 Plan prior to Commission approval to conform with the statutory provisions of Act 183.  Since Frontier’s Chapter 30 Plan had already been approved, it became necessary for the Company to file revisions to its existing Plan to promote consistency within the industry.  The instant filing makes those revisions.

Revisions to Frontier’s Amended Chapter 30 Plan
On September 7, 2005, Frontier filed its Act 183 conformity revisions to its amended Chapter 30 Plan.  The Office of Small Business Advocate and the Office of Consumer Advocate were also served with a copy.  In its filing, the Company proposed three specific changes to its existing Plan as approved by the Commission on April 7, 2005.  The proposed revisions concern:  1) the rural suspension,
 2) the parties to be notified in competitive filings,
 and 3) reporting requirements.

The first proposed change, dealing with the rural suspension, revised Part (A)(12) of its Chapter 30 Plan.  Paragraph 12 was modified to reflect that the rural suspension was granted to Frontier based on the acceleration of broadband deployment from 2015 to 2008.  Additionally, footnote 12 of the amended Chapter 30 Plan, which delineated specific Commission findings regarding the rural suspension, was deleted.  The Commission did not make any findings regarding the rural suspension in its approval of Frontier’s Chapter 30 Plan.  The second change, dealing with the parties to be notified in competitive filings, revised Part 2(A)(5), (6), and (7).  Language in paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 was modified to state that Frontier, when it filed a petition for declaring non-competitive services as competitive, would notify the parties to its Chapter 30 Plan in effect as of December 31, 2003.  Finally, Frontier revised Part 4(B)(1) and (2) dealing with reporting requirements.  This section had language limiting the reporting requirements of Frontier.  The language, however, contained additional reporting limitations that were not included in Act 183.  These additional limitations were deleted.
Conclusion
Based on our review of Frontier’s revisions to its amended Chapter 30 Plan, we conclude that it complies with the provisions of Act 183, P.L. 1398 (66 Pa. C.S. §§ 3011-3019); THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:
1.
That the Petition for revisions to the Amended Alternative Regulation and Network Modernization Plan of Frontier Companies is hereby approved, as in compliance with Act 183 of 2004, P.L. 1398 (66 Pa. C.S. §§ 3011-3019).
2.
A copy of this Order shall be served on the Frontier Companies, the Office of Small Business Advocate, and the Office of Consumer Advocate.
3.
The Frontier Companies are directed to file a final (non-redlined) version of its revised Chapter 30 Plan within 10 days.

4.
A copy of this Order shall be published on our website.







BY THE COMMISSION






James J. McNulty






Secretary

(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED:  September 29, 2005

ORDER ENTERED:  October 3, 2005
� Frontier Companies are comprised of Frontier Communications of Breezwood, LLC, of Canton, LLC, of Pennsylvania, LLC, of Lakewood, LLC, and of Oswayo River, LLC.


� 66 Pa. C.S §§ 3014(b)(7).


� 66 Pa. C.S §§ 3016(a)(2), (b)and (c)(2).


� 66 Pa. C.S §§ 3015(f)(1).
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