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BY THE COMMISSION:



Before the Commission is a Petition for approval to assist low-income customers through the proposed Stay Warm Program filed by Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne”).  Duquesne is also seeking a temporary waiver of its reconnection fees to the customers that sign up for the Stay Warm Program for this winter period     (December 1, 2005, through March 31, 2006), and a waiver of the sixty-day notice period ordinarily required under 52 Pa. Code §53.31 when a public utility seeks to change an existing and duly established tariff.  
On December 7, 2005, the Office of Consumer Advocate (“OCA”) filed Answer in Support of Application.  On December 8, 2005, the Office of Small Business Advocate (“OSBA”) filed Notice of Intervention and Response to Application.  On December 9, 2005, the Office of Trial Staff (“OTS”) filed Notice of Appearance and Response.  


On October 19, 2005, Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell announced a statewide Stay Warm Initiative in response to the increase in energy prices for the winter of 2005-2006.  The Governor asked utilities to voluntarily implement measures to assist residential customers, particularly low-income customers, in coping with the upcoming winter’s energy prices.


In response, Duquesne is proposing to enhance and augment its low-income customer assistance programs by offering five new programs effective               December 1, 2005, and ending on March 31, 2006.  The programs are aimed at customers with incomes up to 250% of the federal poverty level and also address customers who currently have service, or whose service has been terminated.



Duquesne states that the new energy assistance programs will, in sum, provide the following benefits for low-income customers during the winter of 2005-2006:

a)  Provide all customers below 250% of the poverty level whose service was disconnected due to non-payment a $150 grant from Duquesne that will enable them to have their electric service reconnected for the heating season.



b)  Assist customers whose incomes are up to 200% of the poverty 

   
level to use the $150 Duquesne grants to access up to $1,000 in 

 
additional energy assistance.


c)  Provide customers, whose service is on and whose income                             

is 150% to 250% of the federal poverty level, up to $150 to offset 


arrearages on their accounts.

d) Waive the imposition and collection of security deposits from customers.

e) Waive the imposition and collection of reconnection fees from customers.

See Attachment 1 for details of Duquesne’s five proposed new programs.

Duquesne states that the proposed Stay Warm Program will be heavily promoted during the month of December, 2005, so that customers will be made aware of these enhancements.  Duquesne desires and intends to implement these programs beginning December 1, 2005, in order to assist its customers due to the critical nature of this winter.
According to Duquesne, the program costs are currently estimated to be between $1.5 and $2.5 million.  It is estimated that approximately 13,000 customers are eligible for the Stay Warm Programs.  
Duquesne states that it is currently evaluating the options available for funding of the program and possible recovery of its costs.  Duquesne is not requesting cost recovery in this proceeding; however, it reserves the right to seek recovery of the known costs during an anticipated base rate case to be filed next year.



In the OCA’s Answer in Support of Application, the OCA states that it strongly supports Duquesne’s initiatives and its request for any necessary waivers of its tariff provisions to implement the programs.



In the OSBA’s Response, the OSBA states that it generally supports Duquesne’s desire to offer new energy assistance programs for its low-income customers.  The OSBA supports the proposed Stay Warm Program, provided that the cost of the program is not imposed, in whole or in part, on Duquesne’s small business customers.



In the OTS’s Response, the OTS states that it has reviewed the details of the proposed new programs and has no objection to their implementation.



Investigation and analysis of this proposed Petition indicates that the proposed changes appear to be in the public interest; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1.
That the Petition of Duquesne Light Company is granted.
2.
That a temporary waiver of reconnection fees to Duquesne Light Company customers that sign up for the Stay Warm Program for this winter period (December 1, 2005 through March 31, 2006) is granted.

3.    
That a waiver of the sixty-day notice period ordinarily required under 52 Pa. Code §53.31 when a public utility seeks to change an existing and duly established tariff is granted.


4.
That the Petition is granted without prejudice to any formal complaints timely filed against the funding of and cost recovery by Duquesne Light Company for its Stay Warm Program for the winter of 2005-2006.

5.
That a copy of this order shall be served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, the Office of Small Business Advocate and the Office of Trial Staff.

6.
That this proceeding at Docket No. P-00052193 is marked closed.



BY THE COMMISSION,


James J. McNulty



Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  December 15, 2005
ORDER ENTERED:  December 16, 2005
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