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Docket No. M-00031698 

M-00051864
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation Amended 

Universal Service and Energy



Conservation Plan Submission in 
Compliance with 52 Pa. Code §54.74

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION



On January 12, 2006,  PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL” or the “company”) filed the above-captioned filing at Docket No. M-00031698 and M-00051864 pursuant to the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 54.71, et seq.  PPL is requesting a 16-month extension, until June 1, 2007, to submit its 2007-2009 Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan.  The Plan will cover the years 2007 through 2009.  If the Commission grants PPL’s request for an extension of time to submit its Plan, PPL is also requesting Commission approval of revisions to its current Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan (“Plan”). 
I.  Introduction and Background


The Electricity Generation Customer Choice and Competition Act (Act), 66 Pa. C.S. §§ 2801-2812, established standards and procedures for the restructuring of the electric industry.  To help meet its obligations under the Act, the Commission established standard Universal Service and Energy Conservation Reporting Requirements.  See 52 Pa. Code §§ 54.71-54.78.  Section 54.74 of these regulations requires an electric distribution company (EDC) to submit to the Commission for approval an updated universal service and energy conservation plan every three years.  52 Pa. Code § 54.74.  Pursuant to our regulations, PPL is required to submit an updated Plan to the Commission by February 28, 2006.  The Plan will cover the years 2007 through 2009.  
On June 13, 2003, the Commission entered an Order that approved PPL’s current Plan.  Commission approval included a direction to PPL to revise the eligibility criteria of its customer assistance program, called OnTrack, to be consistent with the definition of a low income payment troubled customer at 52 Pa. Code § 54.72 when its OnTrack funding issue was resolved.

In PPL’s most recent base rate case, PPL requested and received additional recovery for its OnTrack program. 
  The Commission’s Order in that proceeding directed PPL to revise its eligibility criteria to be consistent with 52 Pa. Code § 54.72 and with the Commission’s direction at Docket No. M-00031698.   While PPL did revise its OnTrack eligibility criteria, the current Plan does not reflect these revisions.  Therefore, the company is requesting the Commission officially approve those revisions in this proceeding.  
PPL requested and received Commission approval to implement a pilot designed to address high usage by some OnTrack participants.  The object of the pilot called Manage CAP Credits Pilot (“Pilot”) is to improve the effectiveness of OnTrack by reducing kWh usage and managing the expenditures of CAP credits.  In approving the Pilot, the Commission directed PPL to complete an internal evaluation of the effectiveness of the Pilot and to submit those results to the Commission no later than April 1, 2007.

II.  Discussion



PPL requests an extension of time until June 1, 2007, to submit its Plan for the years 2007-2009 so that the company will have the internal evaluation results of the Pilot.  PPL proposes to use the Pilot evaluation results for purposes such as the following:  revising OnTrack procedures, improving the cost-benefit ratio of the program, serving more low-income customers, and strengthening PPL’s weatherization program called WRAP.  If appropriate, PPL will modify its Plan based on findings from the Pilot.
The Commission finds the company’s request for an extension of time to submit its Plan is reasonable.  Therefore, we grant this request.

PPL also requests the Commission to approve its amended Plan if the Commission grants the company’s request for an extension of time.  PPL’s amended Plan makes housekeeping revisions as a result of PPL’s last base rate case.  While the administration of PPL’s program reflects these revisions, the current Plan does not.  The amended Plan also makes several minor clarifications relating to medical certificates and recertification.  Changes related to the last base rate case include the following:

· Increase in annual funding level for OnTrack

· Increase in annual funding level for WRAP

· Elimination of OnTrack eligibility requirement of a $150 overdue balance

· Elimination of an OnTrack eligibility requirement that excludes subsidized housing residences

· Addition of solar water as a standard weatherization measure

PPL also includes two clarifications to their Plan.  The amended Plan clarifies that the applicable medical certification procedures at 66 Pa. C.S. § 1406(f) and 52 Pa. Code § 56.111-118 apply to OnTrack customers.  Finally, the Plan clarifies that PPL will automatically recertify OnTrack participants for another year in the program when the following circumstances exist:  a participant’s primary source of income is from Supplemental Security Income or a participant has received a LIHEAP grant within the last 16 months.  
PPL’s revisions provide necessary clarifications to the Plan and are consistent with Commission Orders at Docket Nos. M-00031698, M-00051864, and R-00049255.  Therefore, the Commission approves these revisions.

III.  Conclusion 

In light of the above, the Commission finds that PPL’s amended universal service plan, as presented, complies with the universal service requirements of the Act at 66 Pa. C.S. § 2802(10), § 2803, and § 2804(9), the reporting requirements at 52 Pa. Code § 54.74, the CAP Policy Statement at 52 Pa. Code §§ 69.261 -69.267, and the LIURP regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§ 58.1- 58.18.  Finally, Commission approval of this Plan does not limit the Commission’s ability to consider future changes to the CAP payment plan design based on evaluation findings, universal service data, and informal complaint data;  THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the amended universal service and energy conservation plan is approved as filed.  
2. That PPL’s request for an extension of time until June 1, 2007, to submit its 2007-2009 Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan is granted.


BY THE COMMISSION,







James J. McNulty







Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: February 9, 2006 



ORDER ENTERED:  February 9, 2006

� Docket No. M-00031698, entered June 13, 2003.


� Docket No. R-00049255, entered December 22, 2004


� Docket No. M-00051864, entered February 9, 2005.
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