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___________

O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed June 10, 2005.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of September 10, 2005 with protests due by October 3, 2005.  The above-referenced carrier protested the application.  The matter was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for processing on October 25, 2005.  The protest was withdrawn upon restrictive amendment and the case was assigned back to the Bureau of Transportation and Safety on January 5, 2006 to be handled under modified procedures.  


By letter dated January 6, 2006 applicant was requested to submit verified statements.  The verified statement of applicant and 25 verified statements in support were received on February 7, 2006.   The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing.  

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Anthony Bader (applicant) seeks the initial right to transport household goods in use.  Prior to receiving his commercial driver’s license, applicant received formal education which included training in safety inspections and Department of Transportation (DOT) regulations as well as vehicle operations.  His experience includes local and interstate driving for several firms.  Applicant has five years of experience in the moving of household goods and is proficient in preparing the forms required by the Commission.   


Applicant’s facilities are located at RR 8, Box 5451B, Moscow, Lackawanna County.  The office is equipped with a phone, computer, printer, copier, and fax machine.  Communications also include an 800 number, cell phones, and two-way radios. 


Upon approval and beginning operations, applicant will begin with two full-time and two part-time employees, with more being hired as needs dictate.  The initial starters have previous experience in the moving business.  Advertisements will be placed in telephone directories, newspapers, and other circulars.  


The applicant’s equipment currently consists of 700 moving pads, three appliance trucks, six furniture dollies, three hand trucks, several hundred moving straps, and 30 heavy cargo straps.  The amount of equipment is sufficient to fully equip three 26-foot moving trucks, although applicant currently owns only a 1987 Ford Econoline truck.  


In the description of his safety program, applicant states that all equipment will be maintained by certified mechanics.  DOT pre-trip inspections will be performed on all vehicles prior to dispatch.  Applicant will ensure that all perspective employees will be screened for good driving records.  All employees will be required to participate in random drug testing.  The applicant is also concerned for the safety of his employees and will conduct regular training in proper lifting and handling techniques.



The balance sheet of the applicant dated February 2, 2006 shows current assets of $11,600 and tangible assets of $106,800 for total assets of $118,400.  Applicant has no liabilities. The owner’s equity is $118,400.  


The application was protested by LaBuda Trucking, Inc.  The protest was withdrawn by excluding service from points in Luzerne and Carbon Counties within ten (10) miles of the city of Hazleton, Luzerne County and ten (10) miles of the borough of Freeland, Luzerne County.


The application is supported by 25 parties.  The supporters represent all areas of the counties proposed in the application.  Applicant has sufficiently demonstrated that a demand for the service exists in the territory as amended.

After complete review of the record, we find:  


1.  Applicant seeks the initial right to provide household good in use service.


2.  The application was protested by one carrier and the protest was 



     withdrawn as discussed supra.

3.  The application is supported by 25 parties.


4.  The applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the 


     service, as amended.


5.  The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service, 


     as amended.


6.  Approval of the application, as amended, is necessary for the 




     accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:  That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, between  points in the counties of Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Wayne, and Wyoming, and from points in said counties to points in Pennsylvania, and vice versa;
Subject to the following conditions:

Provided that no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service from points in Luzerne and Carbon Counties within ten (10) miles of the city of Hazleton, Luzerne County and ten (10) miles of the borough of Freeland, Luzerne County.


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:

1. Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.


2.   Form H, as evidence of cargo liability insurance.

3.  A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above‑determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  March 16, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:  March 17, 2006
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