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	Application of Fred Amendola, t/a Venus Limousine, a sole proprietorship, for the right to begin to transport as a common carrier by motor vehicle, persons in limousine service, from points in the county of Allegheny to points in Pennsylvania and return. 
	A-00122281




Applicant, pro se.


O R D E R 
BY THE COMMISSION



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed November 28, 2005.  The application involves the transportation of persons in limousine service from points in the county of Allegheny to points in Pennsylvania and return.  Public notice of the application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on January 7, 2006.  Protests were due on January 30, 2006.  No protests were filed.  The applicant was requested to file a verified statement with a due date of March 8, 2006.  The applicant’s verified statement was received March 6, 2006.  After review of the statement, staff requested the applicant to submit additional information which was received on March 10, 2006.  This record is certified to the Commission without an oral hearing.  
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS


Fred Amendola, t/a Venus Limousine, (Mr. Amendola or applicant) will operate from his residence.  The applicant is a police officer with 28 years experience.  He also has 10 years experience as a part time limousine driver and in advertising limousine service. 

  Mr. Amendola resides at 27 W. Crafton Avenue, Pittsburgh, Allegheny County.  The office is equipped with a computer and a fax machine.  There are two cellular phones for his business for customers to request service.   

Applicant intends to begin operations with one or two drivers, in addition to himself.  Drivers will be required to have a valid driver’s license.  He will request a motor vehicle driver report at least yearly for each driver.  Drivers will be required to wear appropriate professional attire.  Mr. Amendola intends to begin operations with a 2003 Ford 350 van with 24,900 miles and a 1997 Cadillac Deville with 60,100 miles.  Photographs submitted show these vehicles to be in good condition.   

The Cadillac Deville is acceptable but the Ford van is not acceptable.  The 2003 Ford van has a seating capacity of 12 passengers.  The limousine regulations at 52 Pa Code § 29.333(a) requires the seating capacity of a limousine to be ten passengers or less.  Because the applicant submitted an acceptable vehicle description along with his verified statement, this order will not require the submission of a vehicle list.   


The applicant submitted a statement of financial condition as of December 2005 which shows current assets of $27,000, total assets of $157,000 and total liabilities of $30,000 and net worth of $127,000.  


Act 94 of 2004 transferred regulatory oversight of Philadelphia Medallion taxicabs and various other types of passenger carriers serving Philadelphia, from this Commission to the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Act 94 was effective on April 10, 2005.  The applicant has applied for authority, part of which now falls under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  The Commission does not have jurisdiction to approve that part of the applicant’s requested authority that includes service now regulated by the Philadelphia Parking Authority.  Therefore only the service regulated by the Commission is approved.  The applicant must apply with the Philadelphia Parking Authority to provide service from any airport, railroad station or hotel located in whole or in part in Philadelphia.   


We find that:

1. 
The applicant has the experience, financial fitness and equipment to provide the proposed service. 
2.
Approval of the unopposed application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public.
3.
The 2003 Ford 350 van with a 12 passenger seating capacity does not meet the requirement of vehicles seating ten passengers or less as, stated at 52 Pa Code §29.333 of the limousine regulations.
THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED:  That the unopposed application is hereby approved granting the following right:  
To transport, as a common carrier by motor vehicle, persons in limousine service, from points in the county Allegheny to points in Pennsylvania and   return, excluding service that is under the jurisdiction of the Philadelphia Parking Authority.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED: That the applicant shall not provide any
service granted in this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:

1.
Form E evidence of Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability Insurance.
2.
A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.





IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission’s approval of the right to operate as above determined. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of the entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,


James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  May 4, 2006 
ORDER ENTERED:  May 5, 2006
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