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Petition of Blue Ridge Real Estate 




Docket Number:

Company for an exception from the 




   E-00060066

Commission’s requirements for 
underground electric distribution 
facilities at 52 Pa. Code §57.86.


ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:



On June 8, 2006, Blue Ridge Real Estate Company (“Petitioner”), pursuant to the provisions of 52 Pa. Code §57.86, filed a Petition requesting an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This petition is in connection with the construction of River Road II residential development in Buck Township, Luzerne County


The Commission’s regulations provide that “whenever a public utility or an affected person believes that the application of the requirements in §57.83 (relating to Applicants for electric service) works an undue hardship, involves a physical impossibility, or is otherwise inappropriate, the utility or persons may request an exception from the underground requirements.”


The Petitioner gave the following reasons for seeking relief from the Commission’s underground requirements:
· The proposed development is a single family residential large (estate size) lot development, with a minimum lot size of 10 acres.  The project covers an area of 1,700 acres consisting of 100 lots.  The average lot frontage will be more than 600 feet.  There are over six miles of new roads proposed for this development.

· The proposed development is situated on moderately to steeply sloping topography with bedrock formation.  There are more than   700 acres of wetlands on the project site.  Underground facilities would generate excessive cost due to blasting and removal of the bedrock.
· The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PA DEP) database searches requested by Blue Ridge for the site disclosed the presence of several rare vegetative species. Such environmental constraints on the site present substantial impediments to the installation of underground utilities, and the presence of such underground utilities could adversely affect sensitive environmental resources on the site. 
· Surrounding developments have overhead facilities; 

             
River Road I – immediately on the South.


       
Thornhurst I – adjacent on the East.




Country Club Estates – 1 mile Northeast.




Arrowhead Lake Estates – less than 1 mile East.

· The Petitioner provided a letter from a professional firm (Barry Isett & Associate, Inc. - Consulting Engineers & Surveyors) attesting to the topographical and environmental condition of the site. 


In consideration of the foregoing, we find and determine that Blue Ridge Real Estate Company meets the requirements as defined at 52 Pa. Code §57.86 and should be granted an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities.  This exception will also apply to the provision of telephone services as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i); THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:


That the Petition at Docket No. E-00060066 filed by Blue Ridge Real Estate Company for an exception from the Commission’s requirements for underground electric distribution facilities with respect to the River Road II residential development in Buck Township, Luzerne County, be, and hereby is, granted.  This exception also applies to the provision of telephone service as provided for at 52 Pa. Code §63.41(i). 







BY THE COMMISSION








James J. McNulty








Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  August 17, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:  August 22, 2006
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