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HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDING


Ms. Deborah M. Willig filed a complaint August 4, 2005, that stated that Respondent Duquesne Light Company (“Duquesne”) improperly transferred the account for service at her estranged husband’s residence into her name, and refuses to place the account back into his name.  She asks that Duquesne be directed to return the account into the name of Barry G. Willig, Sr.  On September 20, 2005, Duquesne filed an Answer and a Preliminary Motion to Dismiss the Complaint.  In the alternative, Duquesne asked that Barry G. Willig, Sr., be joined as an indispensable party.  By Order dated October 17, 2005, Chief Administrative Law Judge Veronica A. Smith denied the motion to dismiss and ordered that Barry G. Willig, Sr., be added as an indispensable party to the proceeding.


The initial hearing was held in Pittsburgh on Thursday, June 1, 2006.  Ms. Willig was present and represented by Attorney Dennis Blackwell.  Mr. Willig was also present and represented himself.  Attorney Regina M. Sestak represented Duquesne.  The resulting record consists of a 6-page transcript of the discussion.  Prior to going on the record the parties reached an agreement that was presented on the record by Attorney Blackwell.  The agreement is summarized and reviewed in the discussion section that follows and adopted and approved as being in the public interest in the order at the end.  The record closed on July 1, 2006, as noted on the OALJ Hearing Report.
DISCUSSION


All parties present agreed that the final balance of Duquesne Light Company Account Number 0001376302001 will be placed in the name of Barry Willig, Sr., and the account balance so transferred will be removed from the responsibility of Complainant Deborah Willig.  Further, Duquesne Light Company agreed to contact all credit reporting agencies and to clear or remove that balance in question from Ms. Willig’s credit report and/or credit statement.  All parties present assented to the terms of the agreement.  Tr. 1-6.


The settlement outlined above is in the public interest as it resolves a potentially contentious and vexatious litigation, and thereby saving the resources of both the Commission and the parties.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. This Commission has jurisdiction over the parties to and subject matter of this case.

2. The agreement reached by the parties is in the public interest.
ORDER

THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the agreement reached between Deborah Willig, Duquesne Light Company and Barry G. Willig, Sr., regarding complaint filed at Docket No. C-20055070 is approved as being in the public interest and it is adopted.


2.
That the balance in the Duquesne Light Company Account Number 0001376302001 is the responsibility of Barry G. Willig, Sr.


3.
That Deborah Willig is not responsible for the balance in Duquesne Light Company Account Number 0001376302001.



4.
That Duquesne Light Company shall promptly notify all applicable credit reporting agencies that Deborah Willig is not responsible for the account balance referenced above.

Dated:  August 3, 2006
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Administrative Law Judge
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