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Application of Norman O. & Mabel F. Martin, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, limited to persons whose personal convictions prevent them from owning or operating motor vehicles, from points in the county of Lancaster, and from points west of Route 1 in the county of Chester, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.


A-00122880

__________
Norman O. & Mabel F. Martin, pro se.

Patricia Armstrong, Esquire, for Krapf’s Coaches, Inc., protestant.
__________
O R D E R

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed June 17, 2006.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of July 1, 2006 with protests due by July 24, 2006.  On July 13, 2006, a single protest was filed by Krapf’s Coaches, Inc.  On July 20, 2006, the protest was withdrawn based upon a Restrictive Amendment.  No hearings were held.  The verified statement of applicant and a petition‑style statement in support with 34 signatures and addresses from Lancaster County were filed with the application.  On July 12, 2006, a petition‑style statement in support with 21 signatures and addresses from Chester County was received.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS



Norman O. & Mabel F. Martin (applicant or the Martins) seek the initial right to transport persons in paratransit service.  Applicant will conduct operations from their home residence located at 85 N. Farmersville Road, Ephrata, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  Communications will be by land phone.  Applicant will utilize two 2006 Ford Freestar vans and a 2000 Ford F‑150 truck.  The vehicles will be stored at the residence.  The Martins will be the sole drivers.  


The applicant was protested by a single protestant, Krapf’s Coaches, Inc.  Said protest was withdrawn, subject to approval of a restrictive amendment which restricts applicant to points in Chester County west of Route 10, as well as all of Honeybrook Township, from its authorized territory.    



Applicants’ most current balance sheet dated May 25, 2006, shows total current assets of $40,000.00, total assets of $265,935.00, total liabilities of $1,581.00, and a net worth of $264,354.00.  The assets include vehicles valued at $25,935.00. Applicants currently have commercial insurance with United Financial Casualty Company.  


Applicants’ vehicles are current in registration and inspection and will be maintained at regular intervals through a local garage.  Applicants are licensed legally in the state of Pennsylvania, have clean driving records, and are familiar with Penn Dot’s driver safety practices.  Applicants are familiar with Pennsylvania’s Vehicle Code regulations and will comply with the use of safety belts and child safety restraints.  



Applicant has presented support in the form of petition‑style statements containing the signatures and addresses of thirty‑four (34) parties residing in Lancaster County and twenty‑one (21) parties residing in Chester County. The service will be utilized to transport persons for such purposes as work, shopping and visiting friends and family.  The supporting parties, due to their religious beliefs, do not own or operate motor vehicles.  


After complete review of the record, we find:  

1. Applicant seeks the initial right to provide paratransit service.  A single protest was filed by Krapf’s Coaches, Inc.  Said protest was withdrawn on July 20, 2006, subject to approval of a restrictive amendment.  
2. Applicant is supported by fifty‑five (55) parties.

3. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the           service.

4. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service.

5. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE, 



IT IS ORDERED:  That the application, as amended, is hereby approved granting the following right:  

To transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, persons in paratransit service, limited to persons whose personal convictions prevent them from owning or operating motor vehicles, from points in the County of Lancaster and that portion of Chester County west of Route 10, as well as all of Honeybrook Township, to points in Pennsylvania, and return.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the applicant shall not engage in any transportation authorized by this order until the following is submitted to the Commission:



1.  Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.



2.  A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right. 



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above determined.  



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:  That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.  








BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








James J. McNulty








Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:   September 28, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:   September 29, 2006
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