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ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:

Section 62.5 of the Commission regulations requires a natural gas distribution company to file an annual report related to its universal service activities.  52 Pa. Code    § 62.5.  Before the Commission is a petition filed by the Philadelphia Gas Works (“PGW”) requesting waiver of one aspect of its annual universal service report required by Commission regulations.  We will grant this petition for the 2005 reporting period.
DISCUSSION


On March 22, 2006, PGW filed a petition requesting waiver of one reporting requirement in its 2005 Universal Service Annual Report.  The specific reporting requirement is “the cumulative total annual number of full, on-time CAP payments as of the end of the year.”  See 52 Pa. Code § 62.5 (a)(2)(ii)(B)(VI). The petition was served on the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the Office of Small Business Advocate. No answers were filed.

In its petition, PGW states that PGW is a group of real and personal assets owned by the City of Philadelphia and used for the acquisition, storage, processing and distribution of natural gas within the City.  PGW provides natural gas supply and distribution service to over 520,000 customers in the City and County of Philadelphia.  As such, PGW is a “city natural gas distribution operation” under 66 Pa. C.S. § 102 and is subject to Commission regulation pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 2212(b).

PGW states that Section 62.5 of the Commission’s regulations requires each NGDC to report annually to the Commission on the degree to which its universal service and energy conservation programs within its service territory are available and appropriately funded.  Commission regulations require annual reports containing information on programs and collections for the prior calendar year to be filed by April 1 of each year.

PGW stated that it will submit its annual report on or before April 1, 2006; however, it is not able to extract from its billing data base certain information that is required to be contained in the annual report
.  Specifically, PGW’s billing data base is unable to extract data regarding the number of full, on-time payments for its Customer Responsibility program (i.e. CAP) customers required by Section 62.5(a)(2)(ii)(B)(VI).  PGW states that it is seeking this waiver for the 2005 reporting season on the advice of the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services.  PGW states that it was evaluating the need to upgrade its billing system and the billing database, and that “the timing of this project will be determined after the evaluation process is complete.”

The Commission regulation applicable to PGW’s requested waiver is Section 5.43 (relating to petitions for issuance, amendment, repeal or waiver of commission regulations).  Subsection 5.43 (a) and (b) read as follows:

 (a)  A petition to the Commission for the issuance, amendment, waiver or repeal of a regulation must set forth clearly and concisely the interest of the petitioner in the subject matter, the specific regulation, amendment, waiver or repeal requested, and cite by appropriate reference the statutory provision or other authority involved. The petition must set forth the purpose of, and the facts claimed to constitute the grounds requiring the regulation, amendment, waiver or repeal. Petitions for the issuance or amendment of a regulation shall incorporate the proposed regulation or amendment. 

 (b)  A copy of the petition shall be served on all persons directly affected and on other parties who petitioner believes will be affected by the petition. Copies of the petition shall be served on the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate and the Office of Small Business Advocate. Service shall be evidenced with a certificate of service filed with the petition. 

52 Pa. Code § 5.43 (a)(b).

After review of the petition, the Commission will grant PGW’s requested waiver for the 2005 reporting period of the annual reporting requirement relating to the number of full, on-time payments made by customers in its Customer Responsibility program pursuant to Section 62.5(a)(2)(ii)(B)(VI).  This grant is made because of the limited scope and duration of PGW’s requested waiver.  

We note that this waiver is granted only for the 2005 reporting period.  For a future waiver of the Section 62.5(a)(2)(ii)(B)(VI) annual reporting requirement (related to number of full, on-time payments made by CAP customers) to be granted, PGW must support its petition with a good faith estimate of the date when this specific data will be provided to the Commission; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That the Petition of Philadelphia Gas Works, Inc. for Waiver of a Universal Service Reporting Requirement of 52 Pa. Code §62.5 is granted only for the 2005 reporting period.
BY THE COMMISSION,
James J. McNulty

Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  November 9, 2006
ORDER ENTERED:  November 14, 2006
� Except for the data that is the subject of the instant petition, PGW filed the universal service data required by Commission regulations at 52 Pa. Code § 62.5 by April 1, 2006.
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