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STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN WENDELL F. HOLLAND
I support this Settlement.  There are two facets of this proceeding to which I would like to offer additional comment namely, participation by the National Fuel Gas Distribution Corporation’s (NFG) ratepayers at the public input hearings and the Settlement provision regarding the Low Income Usage Reduction Plan (LIURP).
PUBLIC INPUT HEARINGS

In 30 pages of the Recommended Decision of Administrative Law Judges John H. Corbett, Jr. and Mark A Hoyer, the testimony of 168 ratepayers is summarized.   I commend these ratepayers for taking their time to participate in the ratemaking process as well as the hundreds of others who attended the public input hearings as well as those who filed complaints.  
Public participation is an important part of the ratemaking process. I encourage it by all interested parties in all matters before this Commission.  It’s obvious from this settlement that the public participation – as well as the participation by other complainants such as the Office of Consumer Advocate, Office of Small Business Advocate and the Office of Trial Staff – had an effect in these proceedings. In reviewing the record of those proceedings, it’s obvious that the loudest outcry involved the increase in the customer charge and decoupling. In coming to an agreement, the Enhanced Energy Efficiency Rider and the substantial increase in the residential customer charge were taken off of the table.  I believe consumers and their advocates were heard.
During the course of the last six months, I had the pleasure to attend a legislative policy meeting with the consumers of northwestern Pennsylvania. I found their interest in what was going on with their public utility refreshing. Unfortunately, many other cases of equal importance do not generate that kind of public interest. I encourage consumers from across the state to learn from the northwestern Pennsylvania consumers and find their voices in proceedings before the PUC.
LOW INCOME USAGE REDUCION PLAN


The Joint Petition for Settlement of All Issues contains a provision whereby NFG will increase funding for LIURP from $1,183,566 to $1,300,000.  It is pointed out that both of these amounts exceed the 0.2% of revenue minimum required by Commission Regulations.  52 Pa. Code § 58.4.  I agree with the parties that this increased funding for LIURP provides more assistance for low income customers in the management of their utility bills and energy efficiency of their homes.  
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